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HOMES FOR OLD PEOPLE 


N this issue, under the above title, we publish an 
article (pp. 237-47) describing various undertakings 

for the provision of suitable housing for those who are, 
by reason of age, assumed to have reached the end of 
their working life, but it is worth while to formulate 
rather more closely a classification of those for whom 
this type of accommodation is intended. Broadly 
speaking there are three grades which find a limitation 
of the size of the home desirable : Those whose family 
is grown up and out in the world, but who are still 
active and fully employed ; those who, while old, are 
still in fair health and vigour ; and lastly, those who 
have become enfeebled or suffer from the illnesses due 
to their advancing age. Among these three classes there 
are also sub-divisions due to character and temperament 
so that the provision to be made is by no means uniform. 
Up to the present the efforts to cope with the problem 
of providing such homes have been far from adequate, 
and the shortage of good housing in general has directed 


attention almost exclusively towards the construction’ 


of cottages and flats suitable for families, and elderly 
people have been left to fit themselves in as best they 
could. The increasing proportion of these relatively 
to the population as a whole is, however, forcing this 
aspect of housing on one’s attention, and the need for 
dealing with it has become obviously urgent. The 
present treatment of the sick and infirm is not regarded 
as wholly satisfactory, while very little attention has 
been given to single persons or married couples who 
have not reached that stage, and for whom the accommo- 
dation in the old-established almshouses, even where 
appropriate, is quite inadequate. 

In the article on this subject examples are given of 
plans suitable for the various types of demand mentioned 
above, and it will be observed that, except in the case of 
the sub-division of existing premises, it is not regarded 
as desirable that building should be carried up above 
two floors nor is it structurally economical to combine 
old people’s flats with family ones on upper floors above 
them. Single-floor buildings take up an undue area 
on most urban sites, and there is but little objection to 
utilising two-floor flats, as a fair proportion of the occu- 
pants will be physically capable of living on a first floor. 
Sometimes such two-floor blocks are planned in com- 
bination with much higher ones of the normal type, and 
this may not be sound by reason of the fact that where 
open fires are used the lower chimneys tend to smoke 
with some winds, and also the smoke from them may 
induce an increased deposit of dirt in the upper flat. 


The proposals submitted by the medical profession 
incline to demand more space than is usually regarded 


as economically feasible, and in any case the estimate 
of the cost of homes for old people as one-third that of 
the normal family house or flat is rather optimistic. 
The cubic content is actually about two-fifths, and as 
the cost of equipment is almost the same, it would be 
more accurate to estimate the cost at one-half. Not- 
withstanding this the justification of the inclusion of 
such homes in a housing scheme is in no way prejudiced 
as an economical proposition, quite apart from its merits 
as a social measure. 

For the details of the different forms of provision to 
be considered as suitable, reference must be made to the 
article we publish and the various reports that are 
mentioned therein, which include sufficient information 
to afford good general guidance as to the steps to be 
taken. It may be regarded as only fair to assume that 
greater attention would have been given to the measures 
indicated had not the building authorities been under 
such severe pressure in the task of providing for the 
extensive housing needs of other kinds, owing to the 
effects of two destructive wars and the advances which 
have been made in the standards of housing during the 
last half-century. Still further advances are in contem- 
plation at the present time, and some of these are equally 
applicable to homes for the young and the old, such as 
the utilisation of electric appliances and of district 
heating. 

A difficulty in the introduction of these in the case of 
the elderly lies in their tendency to a conservative 
attitude towards expedients with which they are un- 
familiar ; but this, though it cannot be entirely ignored, 
should not-be allowed to preclude the possibility of an 
ultimate adaptation to comply with the progress of 
building science. The obvious advantages of some will 
make them acceptable, while others. such as the provision 
of electric services, etc., could be serviced at relatively 
small cost with a view to their increased use in the future. 

It may be expected that town and country planning 
schemes will in future include the provision of homes for 
elderly people, and that this will be accompanied by a 
careful study of the requirements now appreciated as 
regards the various degrees of physical capacity and 
mental characteristics of those to be provided for. 
From this point of view the increase of age, which 
statistics show us, need not be unduly alarming as it is 
accompanied by improved health up to a greater age 
than formerly, and severe incapacity is not necessarily 
increased in the same proportion. For those who look 
forward to an expanded population for Great Britain 
and its Dominions the ground for discouragement is not 
the longer span of life now achieved, but in the decline 
of the birth rate. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Value Payments for War Damage. 

Tue Treasury issued last week an Order 
giving effect to recommendations made by 
the War Damage Commission, which was 
asked by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to treat as a matter of urgency his state- 
ment last December that he pes that 
value payments should be made this year. 

The War Damage Commission came to 
the conclusion that the amount of value 
payments in general, computed on the 
basis of a valuation,made.by reference to 
prices current) on’ March 31; 1939, was in- 
zadequate. Under the new Order, in cases 
where the payment is converted from a cost 
of works payment’ to a: value payment by 
reason of the land being compulsorily pur- 
chased or of a requirement that the 
damage should not be made good, the in- 
crease is 60 per cent. In cases in which 
partial damage is not made good and the 
Commission has the power to decide the 
amount of the value payment, the maxi- 
mum is increased to 60 per cent. In all 
other cases the increase is 45 per cent. 


Coventry Cathedral Commission. 

Sr Percy Tuomas, 0.B.E., P-P.R.1.B.A., 
has accepted an invitation to serve on the 
Coventry Cathedral Commission. An 
additional member to be appointed to the 
Commission is the Rev. E. B. Perkins, 
who is general secretary of the Methodist 
Church Chapel Building Committee. 


Architectural Office Organisation. 
A BIG ATTENDANCE is expected at the 


fourth and last informal lecture 
at the R.I.B.A. on ‘‘ Office Organisation.’’ 
The subject, ‘‘ Architects to Public 
Authorities,’ will be introduced by 
Mr. Hubert Bennett, Mr. D. E. E. 


Gibson and Mr, Kenneth Campbell, with 
Mr. R. H. Matthew, Architect to L.C.C., 
in the chair. Refreshments will be served 
at 6 p.m. and the lecture begins at 6.30 
p.m. 


Office Experience for Students. 

THe Council of the R.L.B.A. have 
decided that registers of architects willing 
to take students into their offices to gain 
practical experience shall be kept by the 
R.I.B.A. in London and by the allied 
societies in their respective areas. Mem- 
bers of the R.I.B.A. who are prepared to 
co-operate in the scheme are asked to notify 
the Secretary, R.I.B.A.—if their offices are 
in London or in an area not covered by an 
allied society ; or the secretary of the allied 
society of their particular area. They 
should state the number of such students 
they can accept at any one time; and if they 
are willing to pay any remuneration. 

Students wishing to avail themselves of 
the scheme should apply to the Secretary, 
R.I.B.A., or the Secretary of the appro- 
priate allied society, according to the area 
in which they wish to work. It should be 
noted that this scheme is separate from 
that, announced in October, 1946, under the 
heading ‘Facilities for | Ex-Service 
Students,’’ which was to help students to 
find .temporary employment pending their 
admission to a recognised school of archi- 
tecture. 


New Parliamentary Secretary, M.o.W. 

Mr. Evan Frank Morrram Duras, 
M.P., has been appointed Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works on the 
transference of Mr. J. Harold Wilson to 
be Parliamentary Secretary of the Board 
of Trade. 


Hemel Hempstead Development. 
Tue Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has appointed the following as 
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members of the Development Corporation 
for the new town at Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts : Chairman, Lord Reith; vice-chair- 
man, Mr. R. H. Wilson, Joint Financial 
Adviser to the Ministry of Transport; 
Councillor Horace Dive; Councillor C. T. 
Higgins; Mr. J. E. MacColl, J.P.; Alder- 
man W. H. Ryde; Mr. H. W. Wells, and 
Mr. T. H. Simmons. 


Gem from the T. & C. P. Bill. 

‘“‘ WHERE permission is granted for the 
erection of a building, the grant of per- 
mission may specify the purposes for 
which the building may be used and if no 
purpose is so specified the permission shall 
be construed as including permission to 
use the building for the purpose for which 
it is designed. Section 16 (2).” 





COMING EVENTS 


Monday, March 17. 
oF Master BUILDERS. Annual 


FEDERATION inn 
10.30 a.m. (Continuing 


Conference, Blackpool. 
until March 19.) 
Tuesday, 
Houstnc Centre. Exhibition of Duplex and 
Extendible Houses to be opened by Mr. Clough 
Williams-Ellis, F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.1., 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 4 p.m. : 
HovusinG CENTRE. Mrs, A. V. Hill on 
“Housing Old People,” 13, Suffolk-street, 
S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 19. 
Royat InsTITuTION oF CHARTERED SURVEYORS. 
General meeting of Quantity Surveyors. Mr. 
E Rimmer, B.Sc., barrister-at-law, on ‘“‘ The 


March 18. 


Legal Obligations of a Quantity Surveyor.” 
R.LC.S., 12, Great George-street, §.W.1. 
5.30 p.m. 


ASSOCIATION OF THE 


WALLBOARD MERCHANTS’ 
Grosvenor 


United Kinepom. Annual dinner. 
House, Park-lane, W.1. 7.30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 20. 

Lonpon MAsTER_ BUvILDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

Monthly meeting. Mr. E. J. Smith, President of 
the National Federation, to speak. Mr. Charles 


Key, Minister of Works, and Mr. Robert 
Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., Chief Architect of the 
*L.C.C., will be present. Dorchester Hotel. 
12.30 p.m 


Town Puanninc Institute. Mr. J. Owens, 
F.S.1., M.ILM. &Cy.E., on ‘Some Aspects of 
and Problems Associated with Reconstruction.” 
The Livingstone Hall, Westminster, §8.W.1. 


5.30 p.m. 
Friday, March 21. 

Tue Roya, Institute or British ARCHITECTS. 
Annual Dinner. Henry Florence Hall, 66, Port- 
land-place, W.1. 7.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION CoUNCIL. 
of Council. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 2 

Women’s Apvisory CommittgEe ON SoLip Fue. 
One-day conference on “ Design and Develop- 
ment in Domestic Fuel Appliances.” Royal 
Society of Arts, 6, John-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 


Saturday, March 22. 
EcciestowocicaL Soctery. Annual general 
meeting. Archbishop Davidson Institute, Lam- 
beth-road, 8.E.1. 3 p.m. 


Meeting 
p.m. 
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Billingsgate Market. 

“In order to secure the satisfactory 
redevelopment of that part of the Ciiy,” 
it was urged at a a the Court 
of Common Council at the Mansion House 
on March 7, to remove Billingsgate Fish 
Market. Mr. C. Ernest Link, in moving 
the recommendation of the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee, and that 
due consideration should be given to the 
possibility of utilising part of the Metro- 
politan Cattle Market, Islington, said that 
the question had to be settled in order 
that the consultants could present their 
report in April. 





Coventry to Normandy. 

Mr. D. E. E. Gursson, F.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., City Architect and Joint Town 
Planning Officer of Coventry, visited towns 
in the devastated areas of Normandy for ten 
days from February 17 to lecture for the 
British Council on British Town Planning 
and Reconstruction methods. Mr. Gibson 
has been a lecturer at the School of Archi- 
tecture, Liverpool rer: 4 and Deputy 
County Architect, Isle of Ely. 


District Heating. 

A party of experts is now in the U.S.A. 
to study the subject of district heating. It 
consists of representatives of the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power, the Ministry of Health, 
the: Ministry of Works, the as Re- 
search Station, the Heating and Ventilating 
Reconstruction Committee and the Scottish 
Regional Fue] Efficiency Committee. The 
party will be away for about six weeks and 
its. investigation will include an exam- 
ination of the economics of district heating 
installations, both in relation to their size 
and in comparison with American methods 
of heating single houses by other means and 
with different fuels 


Aycliffe—New Town. 

THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning recently met representatives of 
the local authorities concerned with the 
projected establishment of a new town at 
Aycliffe, in County Durham. The Minis- 
ter explained his intention that the new 
town should house a large proportion of 
the persons employed on the trading 
estate which is being established on the 
site of the royal ordnance factory. The 
new town would be designed for a total 
population of 10,000 persons. He also out- 
lined the procedure which would have to 
pe followed under the New Towns Act. 
The representatives of the authorities 
unanimously accepted the Minister’s pro- 


posals. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. C. V. K. Kennepy, A.R.I.B.A., has been 
appointed assistant architect to the Anglo- 
Iranian Oil Co., Ltd., at Masjid-i-Sulaiman, 
Khuzistan, Iran, and would be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues, etc., at that address. 

Mr. Henry J. Crone, P.AS.I., A.M.T.P.L. of 
160, Bath-street, Glasgow, C.2, has opened 3 
sub-office at 34, Great King-street, Dumfries. 


From The Builder of 1847 
Saturday, March 13, 1847. 
Guosts IN BEDFORD-SQUARE?—The con- 
versation turning on the transmission of 
sound, Mr. Alexander referred to the occur- 
rence of sounds in his-and other houses in 
Bedford-square, the origin of which had 
baffled inquiry. Mr Papworth corroborated 
the statement, and attributed the sounds 
to the bad construction of the houses, 
which led to unequal settlements and con- 
sequent strains on the timber.—From an 
R.I.B.A. discussion on Acoustics in 

Buildings. 
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HOMES FOR 


THE BUILDER 


OLD PEOPLE 


The Need for a National Policy 


Few aspects of the housing problem to- 
day present so many opportunities for im- 
provement and development as the pro- 
vision of adequate accommodation for 
old people. In the past, both private en- 
terprise and local authorities have been 
able to give the matter little more than 
passing thought. The need to effect an 
all-round improvement in housing stand- 
ards generally would have made any diver- 
sion of effort in the interests of one particu- 
lar section of the community both unjusti- 
fied and invidious. 

However, even the most cursory ex- 
amination of the statistics available will 
illustrate the increasing need to provide 
homes for the old, that is, people over 65 
who are no longer wage earners. In 1900 
there were in Great Britain 13 million 
persons over 65 years of age; in 1931 there 
were over 3,000,000, forming 7.2 per cent. 
of the total population. In recent years 
there has been an appreciable increase in 
the expectation of life, and doubtless the 
war has contributed towards a further in- 
crease in the relative proportion of old 
people, so that by 1950 it is calculated 
that about 12 per cent. of the population 
will be eligible for old-age pensions. To go 
a stage further, according to the Beveridge 
Report, over 20 per cent. of the population 
will be either women over 60 or men over 
65 by 1971, if present trends continue. 
Altered social conditions, the uprooting of 
domestic and family circles resulting from 
the war and improved social benefits, in- 
cluding the higher pensions for old people, 
lead many elderly folk who formerly dwelt 
with their relatives to live alone. These 
circumstances have served only to empha- 
sise the present lack of suitable accommo- 
dation for such persons. Many live alone 
in large family houses, daily enduring much 
unnecessary hardship and discomfort for 
lack of accommodation of more modest and 
convenient dimensions. 

Thus the time would appear ripe for 
according the subject a greatly increased 
degree of attention; particularly as efforts 
directed towards providing these people 
with sufficient room-space for their needs 
must inevitably release more quickly both 
existing accommodation and_ building 
labour for housing families and those whose 
room space requirements are higher. 


A National Policy. 

The subject is worthy of a national peties 
and programme, as is evident from the re- 
cently published report of the Nuffield 
Foundation Committee,* which draws 
attention to the unpleasant conditions in 
which many old people are living. 

On the Continent special flats for old 
people have been a feature of housing pro- 
jects for some years. But in Great Britain, 
apart from almshouses, institutions and the 
dower houses of some country estates, re- 
gard for the needs of the elderly has been 
markedly limited until comparatively 
recently. 

Within the last decade the matter has 
been subjected to much inquiry and re- 
search. Among others, the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians’ ‘‘ Memorandum on 
Housing” and the’ Scottish Housing Ad- 
visory Committee’s report have drawn 
attention to the need for suitable accommo- 
dation for the aged, while the present hous- 





* “ Old People: Report of a Survey Committee 
on the Problems of Ageing and the Care of Old 
People.” (Geoffrey Cumberlege. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 3s. 6d.) ‘ 


ing shortage has thrown the problem into 
higher relief. Yet out of the 355 English 
and Welsh local authorities which sub- 
mitted plans for housing in the first three 
months of 1946, only 47 included schemes 
for small-sized dwellings. In Scotland 
only eight of the first 29,000 houses 
approved last year were designed for old 
people. 

Any comprehensive policy for providing 
homes for the aged must necessarily be 
governed by an appreciation of the vary- 
ing standards of health of old people, but 
the important thing is that a policy of 
some sort be laid down at the earliest pos- 
sible date. Local authorities might easily 
be requested to erect a proportion of these 
smaller homes in all new housing schemes 
and thus avoid the mistakes made after 
World War 1. There are already sub- 
stantial a that, generally speaking, a 
kind of ‘‘ fallacy of the average,”’ as a cor- 
respondent to Zhe Times describes it, 
seems likely to impose the three-bedroom 
house on the greater part of the country. 
This is understandable, in view of the sug- 
gestions made in the Dudley Report on the 
design of dwellings and the Government 
Housing Manual. Both these publications, 
while devoting much space to the need for 
small dwellings for single persons and the 
aged, urging local authorities to review 
actual needs in their areas, propose that 
they should continue to provide houses 
with three bedrooms. In any case, the 
fact that a small dwelling for the aged 
costs approximately one-third of the sum 
required for the average dwelling should 
commend itself to a authorities, It is 
estimated that if about 17 per cent. of each 
new housing estate be set aside for the 
aged, their needs would satisfactorily be 
met in the present housing programme. 


Current Progress. 

Despite the somewhat tardy efforts on 
the part of the majority of local authori- 
ties, much good work has been, and is 
being, done in various parts of the 
country. But the demand for such accom- 
modation far exceeds that which is likely 
to be available within the next five years 
or so at the present rate of building pro- 
gress. 

The London County Council, whose latest 
proposals are illustrated elsewhere in this 
issue, and several of the Metropolitan 
boroughs, notably Stepney and Wands- 
worth, are including dwellings for the aged 
in their housing schemes. Westminster 
City Council has recently undertaken the 
conversion of premises to make them suit- 
able as a hostel for aged persons, while 
Chelsea Borough Council and the Chelsea 
Housing Improvement Society have been 
seeking to co-operate in a similar enter- 
prise. Outside the capital, Bristol is pro- 
viding homes for the aged in its new 
schemes, while the Norfolk County Council 
has stated that its future policy is to re- 
place public assistance institutions by suit- 
able hostels and that local councils should 
consider the advisability of providing 
bungalows for the aged. In addition, the 
London County Council has undertaken the 
task of eliminating the more undesirable 
features of institution life, as an interme- 
diate measure until such time as_small 
houses for the aged can be provided. On 
estates now being developed by the L.C.C., 
a proportion of the accommodation to be 
provided will consist of one-room and two. 
toom dwellings and this proportion is to 
be constantly reviewed in the light of 
demand. 
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Planning Factors. 

The problem is not an easy one to solve 
and is well worthy. of the time which has 
already been expended on it. The medical 
factors governing the siting and interior 
peseen of accommodation for the aged 

ave been the subject of much research in 
recent years, notably by Dr. Trevor H. 
Howell, M.R.C.P., and also the Committee 
on Social and Preventive Medicine of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London. 
Broadly, these factors include the loss of 
strength, sight and balance which often 
accompany advancing years; the ease with 
which old persons catch cold; the innate 
conservatism of senility and the marked in- 
dividualism which is so common. If an old 
man is not accustomed to a lift he will 
avoid using it; an old woman inexperi- 
enced in cooking with an electric oven will 
lament the absence of familiar gas. Suffer- 
ing from an impaired circulation, they are 
susceptible to draughts and will avoid 
using an outside coal shed. While some will 
seek privacy and independence, others will 
prefer friendships and mild excitement. 
One couple may liké to go upstairs to bed, 
_— another will be in favour of a bunga- 
ow. 

It follows,-therefore, that it is desirable 
to seek some diversity among any general 
scheme to be adopted for the Pose of the 
elderly, but recent experience has evolved 
certain general principles which need to be 
followed. For example, the essential 
accommodation includes a living-room, one 
or more bedrooms, a kitchen-cum-scullery, 
larder, bathroom, w.c., and fuel store. One 
room alone is not enough. In a large house 
adapted as a temporary measure, two 
rooms will suffice—in fact, such adaptations 
might well be more widely carried out, but, 
and this should be emphasised, ‘only as a 
palliative until adequate permanent dwell- 
ings are available. 

Living-room space of 140 sq. ft. and bed- 
room space of 120 sq. tt. are suggested 
minima, with a coal fire in the former and 
an electric fire in the latter. Indoor sani- 
tation is essential and the bath should be 
easy to enter and leave, with a hand-rail 
to help. The layout of the kitchen should 
be such as to reduce journeys to and fro 
to the minimum, while cupboard space 
should be ample and shelves at convenient 
heights from floor level.Stairs must be easy 
to mount, aided by a rail, and are prefer- 
able to a lift. The maximum illumination 
should be afforded ‘stairs, passage, sink, 
cooker and table. All windows are better 
if they open outwards, while the method of 
refuse disposal should be carefully chosen. 


Low Running Cosis. 

Since most old people have but slender 
means, low running costs and economy of 
upkeep deserve special thought. A spare 
bedroom for visitors is recommended by 
the Royal College of Physicians, who also 
stress the danger of a front door which 
opens directly into the living-room. Speak- 
ing more generally, since old folk do not 
see dirt readily, ‘‘ easy-to-clean ’’ should 
be the maxim governing the design of 
windows, doors and other fitments for their 
use. 

The most suitable site is one easy of 
access, with no steep slopes and few steps. 
A southern outlook is desirable and close 
proximity to shops, library, church, post 
office and bus routes is essential. Certain 
communities of old folk seem to enjoy pro- 
vision of communal feeding arrangements 
or social centres for their benefit. A com- 
mon dayroom, a laundry and a house for 
a nurse or warden are some of the features 
which may be incorporated in a block of 
dwellings. Experience has shown that it 
is a mistake to have colonies of elderly 

le living together. They are muc 
heapier with some younger folk to watch, 
talk to and criticise. 
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SCHEDULE OF ACCOMMO L.C.C. Plans. 


Two OF THE LATEST PROPOSALS OF THE 
L.C.C. are illustrated in these pages. The 
HOOK AKEA | Type P.1 house has been devised to provide 


any) mre Tyee | 3 | accommodation for aged couples or persons 
2 : aE ate 2 living alone on the Council’s cottage 
















estates, while the one- or two-room flats 
|, will be provided in two-storey blocks in 
'. the development of the Council’s normal 
}. block-dwelling estates. A 
‘ The Type P.1 house is a single-storey 
TemanT’s  Canotn || dwelling planned for siting at road junc- 
' tions wo Bn it has the advantages of a posi- 
tion of interest for the old people, a small 
garden which is large enough to interest 
but not so large as to tire the tenant and 
where the buildings serve to mask the back 
gardens of adjoining houses, 

The accommodation consists of a living- 
room with bed-recess, combined kitchen 
and bathroom, entrance hall and separate 
w.c. The bath is of the specia] type de- 
signed for old people and is siesel | in a 
curtained alcove off the kitchen, to avoid 
for the old people the chill of a separate 
bathroom; the alcove also contains a 
lavatory basin, and a handrail is provided 
to assist the tenant in and out of the bath. 
" The living-room contains a modern type of 

eae || fire capable of burning all grades of domes- 
=~ {— —— tic solid fuel and provided with a back 
boiler to heat water for the bath, lavatory 
basin and sink. The hot-water cylinder, 
fitted with gn electric immersion heater for 
summer usé, is placed in a linen cupboard 
adjoining the fireplace and a built-in ward- 
2 cupboard is provided in the bed 
recess. The kitchen is equipped with a 
larder, dresser, broom cupboard, sink and 
draining board and gas or electric wash 
boiler, and connections are installed for 
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“FOR DETAILS SEE WORKING 
(DRAWINGS SECTION AcA., cooking by gas or electricity. A fuel store 
| p is provided adjacent to the back door and 
—- —— accessible under cover of the back entrance 

lobby. 
Seaut- deeerwtmce The bungalow is of 11-in. cavity wall, 
fey feet —— — + reer tacmtecr xe 1st commen rick construction, with tiled roof. Under 


2 " ° ‘ normal conditions of supply, a suspended 
L.C.C. TYPE P.| HOUSES FOR AGED PEOPLE timber floor is provided in the living-room 
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PART GROUND fLOOR PLAN. PART TIRST fLOOR PLAN. 
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SUGGESTED DWELLINGS FOR AGED PERSONS, BRISTOL 
J. NELSON MEREDITH, F.R.I.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT 


and a composition or other impervious floor 
in the kitchen. Walls are plastered and 
distempered ; windows are in wood or metal 
frames and all fittings and components are 
to British Standard specification. 


One-room and Two-room Flats. 

A current tendency which facilitates the 
more economic planning of the main blocks 
of flats is to provide at least some of this 
small accommodation in separate two-storey 
blocks of one-room and two-room flats. The 
plans of one such block are illustrated. 
This accommodation is not planned solely 
for old people and each separate letting is 
entirely self-contained with its own 
kitchen, bathroom, w.c., entrance hall and 
fuel store; only in the one-room flats are 
the bathroom and w.c. combined. 

The equipment of each flat is in accord- 
ance with the Council’s present standard. 
An open fire or openable slow-combustion 
stove is provided in the living-room, with 
1 back boiler to provide hot water to the 
bath, lavatory basin and sink. An immer- 
sion heater is provided in the cylinder to 


heat the water when the living-room fire 
is not in use. The kitchens are equipped 
with larder, dresser, broom cupboard, sink 
and two draining boards and portable gas 
or electric wash boiler, with connections 
for gas or electric cookers, and each bed- 
room or bed-sitting-room has a wardrobe 
cupboard, 

The flats on the upper floor are 
approached by a common staircase leading 
to a continuous entrance balcony and the 
plan is so devised that no living-rooms or 
bedrooms are overlooked from this balcony. 
The block is of normal brick construction 
with pitched tiled roof, concrete separation 
between the upper and lower floors, wood 
or metal windows, one-pipe system of drain- 
age with all pipes enclosed in ducts. All 
fittings and components are to British 
Standard specification. 


Bristol’s Plans. 


Or THE TWO BRISTOL SCHEMES 
illustrated, the single-storey block has 
been planned on a unit principle so that 
the number of units in any one block can 


be varied to suit the different site condi- 
tions met with in layouts. Mr. J. Nelson 
Meredith, F.R.I.B.A., City Architect, has 
in mind the grouping of the units round 
communal greens with suitable tree- 
planting, or round existing natural greens, 
in every case adjacent to the neighbour- 
hood unit’s centre or subsidiary centres; 
small private garden plots would be pro- 
vided for each dwelling. 

It is suggested that all living facilities 
should be self-contained with each indivi- 
dual unit, and that the communal use of 
certain amenities be kept to a minimum 
compatible with social welfare and 
economy, giving an atmosphere of inde- 
pendence but, where considered necessary, 
tempered with collective medical care. 
Old people love to be near to the heart 
of things and appreciate above all a com- 
plete lack of anything which savours of 
a controlled existence or an institution, 
and this point is to be remembered in 
planning their homes. Remoteness from 
the normal community life must be 
avoided. 
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SUGGESTED GROUP OF HOMES FOR AGED PEOPLE, BRISTOL 


J. NELSON MEREDITH, F.R.I.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT 
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PROPOSED DWELLINGS FOR AGED PERSONS, 


ALLERTON-ROAD, LIVERPOOL 


SIR LANCELOT KEAY, K.B.E., M.Arch., P.R.I.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT 


AND DIRECTOR OF HOUSING 


F. H. MORLEY, A.R.LB.A., CHIEF ASSISTANT (HOUSING) 


A Liverpool Scheme. 


IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN EXISTING 
frontage to complete the Springwood 
Estate, Allerton-road, the Liverpool 
Housing Committee proposes to make a 
departure from the former practice of 
providing dwellings for aged persons. It 
is realised that on this and other estates 
certain houses remain in possession of the 
original tenants after the family has 
grown up and left home. The Committee 
is naturally reluctant to require possession 
of these houses, despite the fact that they 
are under-occupied, knowing the difficulty 
which would be experienced by tenants in 
finding alternative accommodation. 

Hitherto the aged persons’ dwellings 
have been let at very low rents to persons 
whose only income has been their old age 
pension. In this new proposal it is in- 
tended to let the dwellings to those- able 
to pay a rental more nearly approximate 
to the economic rent. The plans and 
perspectives show the first scheme of this 
nature, and work is expected to commence 
upon them in the next two months. The 
dwellings will form three groups in the 
development of the frontage remaining and 
will supply a long-felt want. It is prob- 
able that the external brickwork will be 
carried out in common bricks, colour- 
washed, a method of treatment which has 
been a feature of Liverpool housing 
schemes for a number of years. 
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out so as to admit the maximum amount 
of sunlight to all the flats. There is a 
central courtyard, partially paved, which 
will be laid out generally as a garden for 
the use of the old people. 

DeEscRiPTION OF FLats.—(1) Type ‘‘ A ”’ 
Flat to accommodate one Old Person.— 
Entered through asmall porch leading into 
the living-room, which has a curtained- 
off bed recess and a bay .window and is 
warmed by a combined gas and coal fire 
in addition to central heating from the 
main boiler-house. One side of the 
kitchenette is taken up with a special 
kitchen unit, comprising a stainless steel 
sink and draining board, with heated towel 
airer. There are also a gas cooker with 
enamelled top, an electric refrigerator, an 
electric clock, loud speaker for wireless 
programmes and sundry cupboards for 
food, household utensils, etc. The bath- 
room contains a towel airer and linen 
cupboard. Outside the back entrance is 
a fuel store and a space for a dustbin. 
Each flat will have an electric bell which 
will ring in the Superintendent’s office 
in the Administration Block. 

(2) Type ‘““B”’ Flat to accommodate 
two Old Persons.—Similar to Type ‘‘ A’”’ 
but with a separate bedroom in addition 
to the living-room. 

(3) Type ‘‘C’’ Flat to accommodate a 
family of Three Persons.—The general 
accommodation and finishings are similar, 
but in these flats there will be ‘‘ back- 
ground ”’ heating only and gas fires in all 
rooms. 

(4) Type °*D” Flat to accommodate 
_ @ family of Three-Four Persons.—Similar 

to Type ‘‘C”’ flats, but have three bed- 
rooms and a separate w.c. 

The upper floor flats will be served 
with electric shopping lifts and dust 
chutes, and there will be a ‘“‘ work room ”’ 
on each floor. 

Orner AccommopatTion.—There will be 
separate communal laundries for the old 
people and for the tenants on the upper 
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floors, and a dining-room will be provided 
in the administration block where the old 
people can have a midday meal on a cafe- 
teria system. This room can be used as a 
meeting place when meals are not being 
served. The sick bay for the care of 
the old people is in two parts. There are 
two private rooms (one single and one 
double) with a bathroom adjoining the 
superintending matron’s quarters, which 
will be set aside for very old people who 
are no longer capable of looking after 
themselves. On the opposite side of the 
block is a six-bed ward designed on hospital 
lines for old people who may be tempor- 
arily ill or require special care. Adjoining 
the ward is a duty room, for the use of a 
nurse, and bathrooms, lavatories and sink 
room equipped on modern lines. An office 
for the superintending matron will be on 
the ground floor of the administration 
block. In this room will be located the 
bell indicator serving éach old person’s flat, 
so that the matron can be summoned in 
the case of emergency. On the first floor 
there will be a flat for the use of the super- 
intending matron, comprising a living-room 
with dining recess, a bedroom, bathroom 
and kitchenette equipped in a similar 
manner to the other flats. 

Srecta, Features or Oxp Peroptz’s 
Frats.—Considerable thought has been 
given to the provision of special amenities, 


’ bearing in mind the particular needs of old 


and possibly infirm persons. The baths will 
be sunken into the floors 6 in., for easy 
access, and bars will be fixed on the walls 
above them to afford support when in use. 
The taps of the baths, basins and sinks will 
have large heads for easy turning; the 
handles of the doors will be ‘‘ lever type ”’ 
for easy operation; the window fastenings 
will be kept within easy reach and the 
shelves in cupboards will be arranged at 
suitable heights for easy access; the paths 
outside the flats will be finished in 
‘‘Tarmac ” to prevent them from becom- 
ing slippery. A proportion of the doors of 
the flats will be wide enough to admit in- 
valid chairs. 
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Materiats.—The buildings will be of 
steel-framed construction throughout with 
precast reinforced concrete floors and 
roofs, Externally, the elevations will be 
carried out in light-coloured brickwork 
with darker brick dressings and artificial 
stone cornices, copings, etc. The windows 
will be steel casements with steel sub- 
frames and sills, which will give them a 
more solid appearance and will simplify 
their manufacture and maintenance. Roofs 
will be covered with red pantiles. 

Internally, the finishings have been 
kept as simple as possible to avoid angles 
and dust traps. The walls will be —— 
and will have steel skirtings and picture 
rails kept flush with the wall faces. The 
ceilings will be covered with plaster board 
finished with a thin coat of plaster for 
quick construction. The floors generally 
will be wood blocks, except those in the 
bathrooms and kitchens, which will be 
covered with linoleum. The staircases and 
balconies will be constructed in reinforced 
concrete finished in granolithic tiles with 
‘** non-slip ’’ treads. 


A Housing Society’s Scheme. 


Tue Home ror Oxp Propte at THE RED 
House, Sudbury, Suffolk, planned by the 
Red House Welfare and Housing Society, 
is noteworthy in several respects. The 
proposal owes its origin, not to progres- 
sive action by a public authority or the 
generosity of a charitable trust, but to 
the spontaneous effort of public-spirited 
citizens, led by the hon. secretary, Mr. 
A. B. Walters. The financial restrictions 
natural to such voluntary action—despite 
the access of a Housing Society to the 
Public Works Loan Board—necessitates 
careful economy, and this very economy 
has led the Committee, in its endeavours 
to minimise capital building costs, to an 
existing property of singular beauty and 
suitability. ; 

A district such as Sudbury—an agri- 
cultural market town with local industries 
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as well—is remarkably typical of average 
national ¢onditions, and- a need for 
greater public interest in the housing of 
old people being here demonstrated, it can 
be ee as indicative of a national 
need, 

The conversion of buildings is seldom 
the best solution to a planning problem, 
though often unavoidable on grounds of 
economy, but the Red House is a distinct 
exception. In location, in the siting of 
the house within its grounds, in aspect 
and detailed existing planning, it lends 
itself remarkably well to the conversion 
planned by Mr. Kenneth Lindy, F.I.A.A. 

The property is close to, but not on, 
the main streets of the town. Abhorring 
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loneliness as they do, the old people are 
within easy reach of the market-place and 
their old familiar shops, or may seek 
congenial company within the almost 
cloistered peace which surrounds this 
All the main rooms on 
both ground and first floors face south 
and south-west, while those at the east 
end, having windows in that direction 
as well as to the south, will collect 
the sun the whole day. The new wing 
to the rear of the old house provides 
bedrooms which will receive sunshine 
from early morning until midday. 

The house will, of course, be used by 
those needing more care and attention 
than those fit to have their own indepen- 








% 


245 


dent homes in the grounds. The varia- 
tions of aspect of the original house and 
new wing will be put to practical use. 
The more fragile, who may spend more 
time in their rooms, will be housed in the 
bedrooms facing south so that they may 
enjoy the sun throughout the day with- 
out stirring, ex for meals. The more 
active will use the new wing where all 
the pleasures and warmth of morning sun 
will be gained, and will be out and about 
in the sunny day quarters or grounds after 
getting up. 

The question of sunny aspect is regarded 
as important both from physical and 
psychological standpoints. The mainten- 
ance of warmth in old bones being a 


@eIRST £1008 Plas 
To gat SCALE OF GE PAM 











- FB UTA 
Onan? 5 


adaing tie 





Ad 



















ge *tat 








*REREETA LIME? AMD FacTRERS 


HOME FOR OLD PEOPLE, SUDBURY, SUFFOLK. KENNETH LINDY, F.I.A.A., ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER 5 March 14 1947 


View across central court. 
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matter. of paramount importance, the 
careful choice of aspect has been rein- 
forced with a central heating system de- 
signed to maintain an average temperature 
of not less than 65 deg. F. in corridors 
as well as habitable rooms. While fires 
may be used in public rooms, the dangers 
of any form of incandescent heating are 
eliminated in bedrooms. 

Aspect has again been the keynote of 
the layout of the independent dwellings 
which are planned on three sides of an 
approximate quadrangle. The fourth side 
is to the sun, and the detailed planning 
of the dwellings is modified according to 
the direction in which each block faces in 
order to catch the maximum sunshine. This 
layout -provides a large area of garden 
sheltered from the cold winds and also 
fosters an enclosed or neighbourly atmo- 
sphere. At the same time an effort has 
been made to create a sense of indepen- 
dence. For this reason a covered way, 
which tends to produce an institutional 
effect, has been deliberately omitted. The 
residents in these dwellings have all neces- 
sities within their own homes and have no 
need to go out of doors in inclement 
weather. They are close at hand for help 
or supervision by the matron. 

The alterations to the house are simple. 
On the ground floor, apart from fitting up 
kitchen, lavatories and laundry, the plan- 
ning is purely an allocation of space. On 
the first floor the large bedrooms are split 
up to form six single and four double 
rooms, the latter being useful for couples 
or friends. The matron is also accommo- 
dated on the first floor, and four members 
of staff are housed in attractive attic 
bedrooms above. Bathroom and lavatory 
accommodation is necessarily increased, 
and modifications occur both at ground- 
and first-floor levels at the point of 
attachment of the new wing. 

While no practical sacrifices are made 
to esthetics, the new wing—containing 
ten single rooms—is adjusted to provide 
a symmetrical focus. for an axial vista 
through the entrance formed by convert- 
ing the old stable and coach-house into a 
gatehouse. This gatehouse will accommo- 
date an active old man in need of suitable 
light work and a home. 

Provision is made, in the garden, the 
house and the laundry, for light occupa- 
tion for the residents. This matter of 
occupation as a. means of combating senile 
deterioration has been carefully con- 
sidered, together with such detailed 
special needs of the aged as to the pitch 
of staircases, height of baths, and non- 
slip floors and pavings. 

The exterior of the new wing and the 
dwellings has been carefully designed 
in character with the old house, and every 
effort is being made to select bricks and 
mortar mixtures which will blend with 
the mellowness of the existing brickwork. 


“Mitchell Gardens,’ Wythenshawe. 


AN INTERESTING EXPERIMENT IN NEW 
types of accommodation was tried on one 
of the housing estates at Wythenshawe. 
The scheme shown on page 246 was de- 
signed before the war at the suggestion of 
Sir Miles Mitchell, late Chairman of the 
Manchester Housing Committee. 

“‘ Mitchell Gardens,” giving accom- 
modation for aged persons, contains 24 
dwellings, and is a one-storey building, 
built round a central court. The court is 
grassed, and contains a simple lily pond 
with planted borders and small fountain. 
At one end of the court a covered loggia 
with southerly aspect has been planned. 
On either side of the main entrance to the 
court are planned two rooms, one for 
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men’s common room, and the other for the 
women. 

The layout provides for a number of 
garden plots for those interested in : 
dening, sited behind the main block. Dry- 
ing space is provided at the sides of the 
dwellings. 

The unit of accommodation is of the 
simplest, consisting of a good living-room 
with bed recess, which can be screened off 
by a curtain. Access to the living-room 
is from a covered porch on the courtside 
of the living-room. A plan of the layout 
is on page 246. 

The scullery is equipped with food cup- 
board, washing copper, and gas griller, 
together with bath, which will have a 
table-top cover. There is a porch at the 
rear of each unit giving covered approach 
to the dust chute. 

The exterior finish is in colour-washed 
walls with brown tiled roof. 

The allocation of rents (including rates) 
is as follows: Bed recess type (of which 
there are 22) 7s.; A2 type (of which there 
are 2) 9s. 4d. The buildings were erected 
by direct labour under the supervision of 
the Housing Director’s Department. 


OBITUARY 


Lt.-Col. George Reavell, O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death at Aln- 
wick, Northumberland, of Lt.-Col. George 
Reavell, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. He was 82. 
After serving articles to his father, Mr. 
Reavell set up in practice in Alnwick and 
carried out much architecture in the North 
Country, including the Wesleyan Church, 
Amble (1890); the Free Church, Cold- 
stream (1907); additions to several large 
country houses; several] branch banks for 
Lloyds; the ‘* Grey Arms ”’ (the first Trust 
Hotel under Earl Grey’s Trust Scheme) ; 
the Duchess’s School, Alnwick; and much 
domestic and commercial work besides. He 
was at one time in partnership with Mr. 
W. Arthur Tibbs, with whom he carried 
out several housing schemes and war 
memorials. He had been vice-president of 
the Northern A.A. 


G. W. Lord, F.R.1.B.A. 

The death is reported of Mr. George 
Wilfred Lord, F.R.I.B.A. (retired), at 
Maidenhead. He was 71. 


A. W. Cleaver, B.A., A.R.1.B.A. 

The death took place on February 27, at 
Epsom, of Mr. Albert William Cleaver, 
B.A., A.R.I.B.A., aged 79. 


A.A. Exhibition of Photographs. 

Tue first post-war exhibition of photo- 
graphs by members opened at the Archi- 
tectural Association, | Bedford-square, 
W.C.1, on Wednesday, February 26, and 
continues until Friday, March 21. Princi- 
pal interest lies in the wide range of sub- 
jects chosen, while the technical standard 
generally is commendable. It is rather a 
pity, though, that a little more space could 
not be accorded the exhibition. 

Two Swedish scenes in colour by A. H. 
Harland, one of the village church at 
Farentus and the other of a typical country 
house at Sanga Siaby, are interesting com- 
positions; in the former the colouring has 
produced a somewhat “‘ flat ’’ appearance, 
though this deficiency is more than 
accounted for in the second, where effects 
of sunlight and distance have been cleverly 
captured. ‘‘ Monk-street, Thaxted,’’ by 
L. H. Nixon, is a delightful rural scene, 
typical of the Essex countryside, while 
G. K. Messervy’s sunny group of oast 
houses and farm buildings at Sissinghurst, 
Kent, has distinct charm. 
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TRADE UNIONISM AND 


THE R.I.B.A. 


ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING 
TECHNICIANS’ VIEW 


Tue following statement has been issued 
to the Press over the signature of 
Mrs. E. V. Penn, M.A., general secretary 
of the Association of Building Technicians. 

At the present time trade unionism is 
not merely developing among all kinds of 
people, including technical and _profes- 
sional people who have hitherto been slow 
to organise; trade union membership is 
being roueeen by some local authorities 
as a condition of employment. Thus the 
question of what is the appropriate trade 
union for architects has been much dis- 
cussed, and also the question of how far a 
professional Institute can act as a trade 
union. ‘ 

The R.I.B.A. has assumed the réle of a 
trade union by creating negotiating 
machinery and appointing a negotiating 
officer. The Association of Building Tech- 
nicians was and: remains the only trade 
union affiliated to the Trades Union Con- 
gress which organises architects and archi- 
tectural assistants. The question which 
all employee architects and assistants, 
organised and unorganised, must ask them- 
selves is: Which is the appropriate body 
to encourage and recognise as the organisa- 
tion to negotiate salaries and conditions 
and generally to act as trade union? 


The answer which the A.B.T. gives to 
this question is clear and definite. In the 
view of the A.B.T. the Royal Institute 
cannot be the appropriate body, for the 
following reasons : 


1. The R.I.B.A. is, firstly, a learned and 
academic body concerned in important ques- 
tions of technique, education, ete.; and, secondly, 
is a professional organisation based on the 
private practitioner... Thesé are its two domin- 
ant activities, and not the economic interests 
of its members. 

2. It contains employers in full membership, 
and not only in full membership, but in highly 
influential positions. The economic interests of 
salaried architects and employing architects 
are necessarily opposed. The R.I.B.A. cannot, 
therefore, wholeheartedly represent the interests 
of the salaried class. 

3. It cannot represent the many thousands of 
architectural assistants who do not qualify 
academically for membership, but whose salaries 
and conditions are interdependent with those of 
salaried architects. 

The A.B.T. maintains that it alone is 
the appropriate trade union for architects 
and architectural assistants, along with 
the other building technicians which it 
represents, because : 

(a) The A.B.T. is a registered trade union 
with no other purpose than to be a trade union. 

(b) It is affiliated to the Trades Union Gon- 
gress and therefore allied to the whole trade 
union movement. 

(c) Its members are all employees and they 
fully and democratically control its policies. 

(d) It accepts as members and acts for all 
employee architects and architectural assistants, 
whether registered or not. 

(e) It recognises the interdependence of all 
categories of building technicians, and includes 
all in its membership. 

In short, the Royal Institute, with the 
best intentions in the world, will not, and 
because of its very nature cannot, be an 
efficient weapon in the hands of employee 
architects, qualified and unqualified, in 
their struggle for better salaries and condi- 
tions, That weapon can only be a real 
trade union forged for the purpose and 
linked with the other technicians and the 
other trade unions in the building industry, 
and with the whole trade union movement. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. H. H. Westsroox, B.Sc. (Eng.), 
A.M. Inst.C.E., has been appointed princi- 
pal engineer to the Kent County Archi- 
tect’s Department. 
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RESEARCH ON HOUSING 


MR. FITZMAURICE AT THE A.A. 


THE meeting of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation held on Wednesday, February 26, 
at 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1, was a 
students’ meeting, and Mr. Ratpo Tvusss 
having presided during the earlier and 
formal part’ of the proceedings afterwards 
gave up the chair to Mr. G. M. Ascot 
(Chairman of the Students’ Committee). 
The principal speaker was Mr. R. Firtz- 
MAURICE, B.Sc., whose subject was ‘‘ Re- 
search on New Methods of Housing and 
Some of the Results obtained.” 

Mr. Fitzmaurice said the work he had 
been doing for the last few years was in 
the direction of research, and at this stage 
one could see some new _ technical 
approaches to the problem of building 
establishing themselves. The changes that 
were being made were rather in the nature 
of alterations of old techniques than the 
establishing of completely new ones. If 
we used only the normal traditional build- 
ing industry we should have to wait a 
long time before its resources would pro- 
vide the number of dwellings that were 
required, and supposing we doubled the 
building industry we should have also to 
double the industry providing its mate- 
rials. We might get to a situation where 
the people were magnificently housed but 
were short of practically every other com- 
modity. Thus it became inevitable that 
we should explore the possibility of new 
techniques which might give a larger 
number of houses with a relatively small 
amount of work. 

Industry had been invited to submit 
new techniques, and eventually a number 
of houses had been selected as prototypes, 
and facilities had been given for pilot 
production, so that it might be found 
what could reasonably be expected of 
those houses. The guiding principle of 
the new techniques was that instead of 
bringing bricks, timber, etc., to the site, 
fitting and chipping to make the various 
pieces come together, jigs and gauges 
were used in a factory to make parts 
which would come together speedily and 
accurately. As yet this method had been 
applied primarily to walls, and, to a less 
extent, to floors and roofs; but the labour 
applied to this part of building by tradi- 
tional method was only one-third of all 
that went into a house, and it remained 
for scientific researchers to tackle the 
finishings. It was hoped to get similar 
results there. In cases where the new 
systems had been good, the jobs done 
well, the various pieces made of the right 
dimensions and brought to the site in the 
right order, a saving of as much as 40 per 
cent. had been made in labour when com- 
pared with a traditional house built at 
the same time and under the same condi- 
tions. But as this saving applied only to 
one-third of the work that had to be done 
when building a house, the real saving in 
labour was only 20 per cent. 

For purposes of study the houses had 
been divided into types according to the 
form of construction adopted in each case. 
It was thought that steel might be a 
wonderful material for producing houses 
quickly, but the quantity that would be 
required for the production of a very 
large number of houses was more than 
was available. Concrete seemed to meet 
the requirements of the time better. The 
economical building of a house by pouring 
the walls, floor and roof in situ was 
purely an organisational question. If you 
were using @ great crane costing you £2 
an hour,-your economy depended on your 
being able to keep the machine contin:- 


ously working. As to precast concrete, a 
whole range of houses had been done in 
this. If the pieces were reasonably small 
so that one or two men could handle them 
comfortably, such a method gave economi- 
cal results. So, also, if enormous chunks 
were brought to the site and handied 
there by machinery; but methods that fell 
into an intermediate category did not 
work well. In building with precast con- 
crete everything depended on accuracy. 


Some steel-framed houses had been 
done; it was a little early to say, but in 
the building of walls, etc., using a steel 
frame covered with concrete should bring 
the same saving of labour as we got when 
using concrete posts and panels. One 
difficulty was that steel was not an easy 
material to fix things to, and in order to 

x internal linings, and sometimes in 
order to fix external claddings, timber 
was screwed on to the steel, and 
altogether enough timber was used to 
make a perfectly good timber-framed 
house; and timber was not available. 
This brought us to the point that an 
extremely clever timber engineer had 
designed a house using only 1.6 standards 
of timber, i.e., the quantity required at 
the present time for a traditional brick 
house. One would say that at the present 
time the idea of a timber-framed house 
was a fatuous one, but timber made the 
cheapest of houses and the speed of erec- 
tion was phenomenal. It was a very easy 
material to prefabricate; if we had more 
of it there would be no housing problem. 


Summarising, Mr. Firzmavurice said the 
actual saving in labour on the house 
poured in situ on the highly organised 
site was 36 per cent. on the shell complete 
with doors and windows, making the sav- 
ing in labour for the whole of this house 
13 per cent. On the house with posts and 
panels in precast concrete the total saving 
on the. shell was 48 per cent. and on the 
whole of the house 17 per cent. In another 
case of building with precast units the 
comparative figures were 40 per cent. and 
14 per cent. In the case of a house built 
with very large panels requiring a crane 
to handle them the figures were 36 per 
cent. and 13 per cent., and in the case of 
another house with still larger panels the 
figures were 41 per cent. arid 10 per cent. 
For the steel-framed house the figures in 
one case were 30 per cent. and 10 per 
cent., and in another case 15 per cent. 
and 5 per cent. The figures for the 
timber-framed house were 58 per cent. 
and 20 per cent. : 


Discussion. 
Mr. JoHN Broome said the new 
methods had come to stay—there had 


been an idea among architectural students 
that once the present crisis had passed 
architecture would go on in the old way. 
Having had a slight experience of jobs he 
knew how difficult it was to make an 
economy of man-power on _ traditional 
finishes applied in a normal manner, and 
he looked forward to a development in Mr. 
Fitzmaurice’s department in the applica- 
tion of finishes by economical and up-to- 
date methods. It was heartening to learn 
that it was possible to produce a timber 
house with only 1.6 standards of timber. 

Mr. H. T. Swat said he was an opti- 
mist about science, and thought that given 
a certain body of factual knowledge we 
could come to a solution which would 
meet our needs. We were now conscious 
of the need to provide houses, and had the 
means to do so if we approached the prob- 
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lem in a scientific manner. Mr. Fitz- 
maurice had pointed out that timber was 
the best material for houses. Why could 
we not have timber? If the problem was 
approached in a scientific manner methods 
would* be found of trading with the 
countries that provided the material. 

Mr. Peter SHEPHERD said he had spent 
a number of days surveying houses of 
non-traditional type. He had been doing 
so with the idea of putting houses up at 
a new town. He had seen only one pre- 
fabricated house, and that made entirely 
of an unavailable material, i.e., plywood. 
The other thing that had impressed him 
was that the saving of bricklayer man- 
hours was made by transferring the man- 
hours to the factory, so that from the 
national point of view there was no 
saving. He thought most saving could be 
made on the inside of the house where 
research had still to be made. The tim- 
ber house spoken of by Mr. Fitzmaurice 
seemed to be a good proposition, and he 
thought that should be the approach, the 
application of common sense to materials 
at hand. He had always thought the 
thing to do was to transfer the whole 
operation to some other place than the 
one where the house was to be built, and 
then bring three or four pieces and put 
them together. At present we made 
parts in a factory, brought them to a site 
which wasaa sea of mud, and expected 
unskilled people to put them together with 
a degree of accuracy to which they were 
unaccustomed. 

Replying to this speaker Mr. Firz- 
MAURICE said that prefabrication must be 
a matter of degree. The two extremes 
were handling things like bricks on the 
site and making a whole house in a fac- 
tory, putting it on some kind of trans- 
port and bringing it to the site. In the 
latter case you had problems of hauling 
the house about the countryside. If you 
built in such materials as steel and alu- 
minium, and got the necessary physical 
performance at a_ comparatively light 
weight, you could get a high degree of 
prefabrication. The aluminium house 
was made in four chunks which could be 
put together in about 50 minutes, but that 
was about the limit in weight and dimén- 
sions. Steel and aluminium were not 
available for the very large number of 
houses needed and we had to content our- 
selves with making smaller parts. If we 
followed principles he did not think it 
mattered much what was the stuff used, 
or what the size of the thing that was 
brought to the building site. No great 
difference had been found between the 
labour required for the two types of con- 
crete houses, the one where you used smal! 
elements that could be handled comfort- 
ably by one or two men, and the other 
with very large pieces requiring machin- 
ery to move them. You saved only a 
little by having the big units. The actual 
size of the unit did not matter very much: 
what was necessary was to make the pieces 
so accurately that when brought to the 
site they went together. As to the 
question whether prefabrication took 
labour off the site and put it back into 
the factory, he could not give accurate 
figures, but bricks and cement took a 
certain amount of labour in factories and 
for comparative purposes it was necessary 
to consider the labour used in this way. 
The amount of labour put back into the 
factory, all things considered, was very 
small compared with that saved on the 
site. 

Mr. Davip Stern thought that panels 
or any other form of timber units made 
in a factory would not fit together on a 
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site where they had been exposed for two 
or three days to change of moisture con- 
tent. If a timber house could be built 
with 1.6 standards of timber what was 
the bottle-neck that was preventing all 
possible labour being put to the construc- 
tion those houses? Site preparation 
took a long time. Had research made an 
investigation into that? - 
Mr. FirzMavRice, replying to the obser- 
vation that the movement of timber would 
interfere with the fitting together of pre- 
fabricated houses on the site, said that 
such @ house must be designed by a very 
clever engineer, because timber moved 
very much across the grain but very little 
along the grain, and you must design your 
units so that the boundaries of the units 
which met were defined by the end grain. 
As to why a great deal of labour should 
not be diverted to houses of this kind, so 
doing might create a famine of carpenters 
as well as of timber. Then there were 
other materials besides timber that went 
into such a house, and bottle-necks might 
develop in these. With regard to site 
preparation, if. we could have ten houses 
going through on one level we could prob- 
ably produce a machine which would do 
some nice work, but floor level had to bear 
some relation to the contour of the ground. 
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The problem was to develop a small 
machine which would go round corners 
and dig little trenches. 

Mr. Tuurston WItiaMs said that as 
soon as we accepted the new materials and 
realised that the traditional ones were 
uneconomic we should come near the solu- 
tion of the housing problem; but while 
we carried on designing as our forefathers 
did, and in the same materials, there 
would be a shortage of those materials and 
of manpower. 

Speaking as a scientific worker, Mr. 
FrrzMavRice replied that it seemed to him 
that what we were going to was not 
any violent change but an evolution. We 
should not suddenly throw everything 
overboard. What he had told the audi- 
ence was only ‘applicable where a large 
number of things were being made, not 
necessarily identical but containing ex- 
actly similar common multiples. A large 
group of houses was a case where you 
could make a limited number of common 
multiples and put them together. In other 
buildings that would be difficult. The 
— purpose of the work being done 

y scientists was to supplement what 
traditional methods could do, and any 
method which proved itself in practice 
could be ado ted. 


THE IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION 


[FROM A CORRESPONDENT] 


Arrer a lapse of eight years, the first 
post-war Ideal Home Exhibition was 
opened on Tuesday, March 4. Organised 
by the Daily Mail, it is the twenty- 
fourth of the series begun in 1 
and maintains its standard extremely 
well, especially when we consider present- 
day difficulties of labour and limitations 
of material. As with its immediate pre- 
decessors, under the architectural direc- 
tion of Mr. Ian Jeffcott it has been given 
an ordered layout, and instead of a mis- 
cellaneous array of exhibition stands we 
see a scheme unified in design and colour. 
This is more particularly to be observed 
in the Grand Hall, with its central avenue 
leading from the Addison-road entrance to 
the main stairway at the opposite end of 
the bailding. The stands flanking this 
avenue have the unusual feature of a floral 
cornice where daffodils, primulas and 
other spring flowers are. set in boxes. It 
was a sight most grateful to the eye when 
I saw it on the opening day, and no less 
pleasing were the gardens in the annexe, 
all a-bloom, while outside a blizzard swept 
the streets. 

Another most satisfying sight, to me 
at least, was the roof of the hall. It is 
one of the things in London that go un- 
appraised. 

The Grand Hall Roof. 

The National Agricultural Hall, Ken- 
sington—as Olympia was originally called 
—was opened on Boxing Day, 1 The 
architect was, in the first instance, Hen: 

E. Coe, who was succeeded, owing to ill- 
health, by James Edmeston. What may 
be termed the shirt-front of the building 
was designed by them. The real structure 
Was an engineer’s job, designed by Max 
am Ende and A. T. Walmisley. And a 
yery remarkable achievement it is. One 
great semi-circular roof encloses the main 
space, rising clear to 99 ft. 8in. above the 
floor, with a span of 170ft. ‘This com- 
pares with single spans of 104 ft. for the 
Crystal Palace and 240 ft. for St. Pancras 
Station. The whole structure is of iron 
and glass, and stands self-supporting, 
trespective of the brick walls. The engi- 
neers worked out their calculations to a 
Nicety, employing a minimum of material. 
series of lattice ribs 7ft. deep, 2 ft. 






















thick, and 34 ft. apart, extend along the 
370-ft. — of the hall. They are built 
up of rolled angle-irons and flat bars 
riveted together, almost without plates. 
The ribs are supported on double-pivoted 
columns of cast-iron, and the thrusts are 
taken down to buried cantilevers. The 
ends of this. great arch are filled with 
glazed screens of vertical ridge and furrow 
form, and the main purlins run from 
screen to screen, acting as continuous 
girders and communicating a portion of 
the wind pressure from one screen to the 
other. The whole construction is a most 
noteworthy example of functional design 
with grace of form. It has successfully 
withstood wind and weather for sixty 
— and the greater strains of bomb- 
last unimagined by its designers. Some 
of its glass succumbed to the latter, but 
the damage has now been repaired and we 
see the great roof as resplendent as ever. 


The Exhibition Houses. 

Now for the exhibition itself. It is, 
of course, schemed for the general public, 
but architects, builders and others con- 
cerned with the planning, construction 
and equipment of houses will find much 
to interest them. First there is the hous- 
ing exhibit in the National Hall. This 
comprises six houses. Five of them are 
composed of factory-made units for site 
assembly. The sixth is a completely pre- 
fabricated house. This last is the singie- 
storey aluminium house, produced on an 
assembly line at the rate of 14 an hour, 
in five factories formerly engaged in air- 
craft production. The house emerges as 
four complete sections ready for transport 
on special lorries, and can be put together 
on the site in less than three-quarters of 
an hour (so it is said), with all services. 
Externally, the house struck me, as. un- 
attractive—in fact, rather dismal—but a 
visit inside revealed a well-arranged plan 
and excellent equipment. 

All the other five houses are of two 
storeys. One is the Airey Rural, con- 
structed with precast concrete wall posts 
clad with vibrated concrete slabs, and 
finished with a pitched roof of concrete 
tiles. Components for 20,000 of these 
houses have been ordered by Government. 
Another concrete house is the Wates, with 
factory-made reinforced concrete panels. 
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Another is the Lovell House on the Orlit’ 
system. The fourth is the Tarran-New- 
land, with reinforced cencrete - units for 
the load-bearing walls and steel frames. 
for floor and ‘roof. The fifth is the Scott- 
wood House, constructed of stressed-skin 
resin-bonded plywood. To me, the most 
satisfying externally is the Airey Rural. 
All these six houses, it may be added, 
are te be transferred after the exhibition 
for re-erection. So, too, the full-size replica 
of Alfred Gilbert’s ‘‘ Eros” fountain, 
around which the houses are grouped, is 
to be used again at the Denham studios 
for a scene in the forthcoming Two Cities 
film ‘‘ The Ocfober Man.” 

There are many other exhibits of build- 
ing interest in the National Hall, among 
them being the “‘ No-Fines’’ system of 
concrete house construction by G. Wimpey 
and Co.; the Cheecol process for making 
concrete ; the numerous Rawlplug devices ; 
Colt ventilators and Canadian .cedar 
shingles; and Pilkington glass products. 
Heating, Cooking, and Hot Water Supply. 

Thess’ three aan, which ue Soret: 
the major equipment of a house, have been 
studied in the greatest detail by designers 
and manufacturers during the past few 
years, all with the basic idea of efficiency 
and everyday running cost. Innumerable 
improvements have m devised, proto- 
types evolved and tested. The results are 
seen in the new appliances already in 
production or shortly to be available. y 
comprise appliances for solid fuel, gas, 
electricity and oil, and a representative 
collection of them can be seen and exam- 
ined at the exhibition. Most conveniently 
they will be found grouped together in the 
exhibits of various associations in the 
Grand Hall. Thus, the new firegrates, 
boilers, etc., are displayed on the stand 
of the Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation 
No. 108) and on the stand of the Coal 

tilisation Joint Council (No. 84); gas 
appliances on the stands of the British 
Gas Council (No. 107) and the Society of 
British Gas Industries (No. 98); and 
electrical appliances on the stand of the 
British Electrical Development Associa- 
tion (No. 109). Supplementary to these 
are the exhibits ‘of individual firms. 
Among them may be noted the following : 
the ‘‘ Camelon ”’ convector fire = y- 
ing the Hales fire) on stand No. 84; 
the latest models of the ‘‘ Ascot’ single- 
point and multipoint water heaters 
(stand No. 80); the ‘‘ Pyrene ’’ heat ser- 
vice unit developed in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Works (stand No. 89); 
the ‘‘ Sycuto’’ plumbing unit (stand No. 
48); the Belling electric warm air circula- 


tor (stand o. 91); and two new 
“ H.M.V.” electric heaters, the 
‘** Bruton’ fire and the ‘‘ Cavendish ”’ 


Room Heater (stand No. 110). 


Kitchen Equipment and Appliances. 
numerous are the exhibits of kitchen 
fitments and labour-saving appliances that 
it is quite impossible to give even a sum- 
mary of them here, but I would especially 
draw attention to the ‘‘ Charlesworth ”’ 
all-metal units (stand No. 320 in ‘the 
Grand Hall gallery); the ‘‘ Aluplex ”’ fit- 
ment combining a gas or electric cooker, 
refrigerator, sink, gas or electric water 
heater, storage cupboards and _ shelves 
(stand No. 328); the ‘“‘ Bendix’”’ auto- 
matic home laundry (stand No. 318); the 
Thor ‘‘ Automagic”’ clothes and dish- 
washing machine (stand No. 291); the 
“‘ Servis’’ electric washer (stand No. 
326); and the ‘“‘ Easiclene”’ porcelain- 
enamelled pressed-steel sink units (stand 


0. cg 

The Exhibition is open from 10 to 10 
every weekday up to and including Satur- 
day, March 29; admission 2s. 9d. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional other matters of interest to our readem, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril 
endorse the remarks of corr ts, who w 
vblige us if they will express their views as 0 
as possible.) 
Industrial Problems of Natural Lighting: 
A New Method of Research. 
To tHe Eprron or The Builder. 
Srr,—To-day, if one may judge by varia- 
tions in published official recommendations, 
our ideas as to industrial natural lighting 
requirements are no less hazy than the 
were in 1939. For example, even wit 
regard to such an old, well-considered and 
comparatively simple problem as_ the 
natural lighting of elementary school class- 
rooms, standard in size and protected from 
excessive external obstruction by large 
playgrounds, there is a very marked 
difference between the published recom- 
mendations of Government Departments as 
to the ruling factor of the minimum light 
on the worst desk, expressed in dzylight 
factor values, which determines window 
dimensions and storey heights; very vital 
factors in the total cost of the huge pro- 
gramme of new school buildings required 
by the raising of the school-leaving age. 
The D.S.1.K. and the Ministry ot Works 
in a considered report* (1) fix the functional 
requirements of post-war schools at a mini- 
mum of 5:per4gent., a tenfold increase of 
the British afid Continental standard of 
0.5 per cent, which has obtained for some 
30 years past. The stated reason is that 
in 1937 a deterioration in the eyesight of 
children over the school years was 
medically reported, jpossibly due to a 
variety of causes—e.g., malnutrition. In 
the following year the regulations of the 
Ministry of Education reduced this by no 
less than 60 per cent. to 2 per cent. day- 
light factor; and even after this drastic 
reduction it has been alleged that the 
regulations are still too excessive to render 
possible the multi-storey schools which are 
obviously essential in crowded towns. If 
this be the case, the prospect of keeping 
within the official estimate for new schools 
during the next 15 years is indeed bleak. 
Any general resumption of post-war 
rebuilding may be dinr and distant, but it 
is high time that we possessed something 
better than guesses as to industrial require- 
ments, which are as Vital to national income 
as they were, in war, to national existence. 
The following simple method of obtain- 
ing reliable data has been recommended 
recently to a Dominion Government faced 
with a heavy programme of industrial 
building. Perhaps it may be helpful. 
Human reactions to variations in natural 
lighting are partly physical and_ partly 
physiological, but mainly psychological. It 
is therefore essential in any measurement 
of them to keep the individuals® tested 
unaware that their more or less involun- 
tary reactions are being observed. 
Fortunately, all ordinary interiors, if lit 
by windows on one side only, provide the~ 
most perfect opportunities for this to be 
done; because if the windows are fairly 
ample and are reasonably free from 
external obstruction, the natural lighting 
as measured by daylight factors drops by 
- some 90 per cent. from the window wall to 
the back wall without the occupants being 
aware of it. Often, indeed, it is difficult 
to convince workers that any material 
difference exists provided the light near the 
back wall is adequate for the job in hand. 
If, therefore, it is suggested or suspected 
that there would be greater output, or 
fewer rejects, if any given industrial opera- 
tion involving visual acuity were performed 
in better natural light, all that is necessary 
is to arrange for operatives to perform it at 





* The Lighting of Buildings. Post-War Build- 
ing Studies. No. 12. H.M.S.O. 








THE BUILDER 


workplaces of known daylight factor value 
at right angles to a window wall, change 
them round periodically and study the 
results. The data obtained should be of 
tet value, and the cost practically 
nil. 

Experience with regard to it might con- 
vince educational! authorities of the relative 
advantage of instructing teachers with 
regard to toms of*deterioration in the 
oe of children, with a view to direct- 
ing those exhibiting them to work at desks 
nearer the windows where the daylight, 
despite appearances, is far stronger. This 
inexpensive alternative to spending millions 
over the alteration of well-established 
school design does not appear to have 
occurred to airyone. 

Percy J. WaLpRaM. 
Edgware, Middlesex. 


The Case for the Small Builder. 
To tue Epitor or The Builder. 

Smr,—May I steal a little of your space 
to object to the attitude which is shown 
towards the smallest of small builders— 
those who are just starting on their own? 

One would get the impression that 
these men, by not working for someone 
else, are committing a heinous crime; 
certainly the inference is made that they 
aré holding up the housing programme. 

What nonsense! If anything, they are 
helping to speed it. .They must, because 
their capital is usually small, take on little 
jobs which would have to bear a dispro- 
portionately large amount of overheads if 
done by larger firms, and the fact that in 
many cases they are working for them- 
selves rather than employing large num- 
bers of other men to work for them means 
that their incentive is such that their out- 
put is somewhat, if not considerably, 
higher than that of operatives who have 
no direct; interest in their work. 

Many of the objectors have firms which 
started in this small way; perhaps it is 
natural for them now to be “ dog-in-the 
manger ’’ about newcomers, but my feeling 
is that these littlest men are a good thing 
for the industry. As long as they are 
struggling they will remember the errors 
made by other employers as seen by the 
employees, and endeavour to avoid them; 
perhaps they will even remember ‘them 


after they have made their way to 
prosperity. , 
One can, of course, understand Mr. 


Coppock’s point of view; to a T.U. leader 
the bigger the firm the easier organisation 
is ‘made, and if firms get big enough they 
become near monopolists, and a monopoly 
is. easy for the State to take over and 
run. 

But other employers should welcome the 
new entrants. Competition will weed out 
the weaklings, and, for myself, I would 
rather see two hundred thousand one-man 
firms of craftsmen than I would two 
hundred new firms with unlimited capital, 
financed and run by men who have no 
interest in or knowledge of the building 
trade excepting what they can get out of 
it in the way of profits. 

RonaLtp Harrison. 

Sydenham, 8.E.26. 


Selling Price of Houses. 
To tHE Eptror or The Builder. 

Str,—The selling price maxima fixed in 
the autumn of 1945 in relation to the then 
production costs had become sadly out of 
date by the tail end of 1946. The pro- 
visions of the recently issued M.o.H. Cir- 
cular 34/47, in recognition of this fact, 
empower local authorities to increase sell- 
ing prices by £100, but only in respect of 
licences issued: after the date of the cir- 
cular, i.e., February 25, 1947. This 
reacts somewhat unfortunately on builders 
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having houses in course of erection, since 
they have been building, and will continue 
to build, at the higher cost which the 
increase in selling price is intended to off 
set. This disadvantage is all the more 
emphasised by the unprecedented weather 
conditions of past months which, one can 
be safe in assuming, will not obtain for 
those procuring licences for implementation 
in the near future. 

Would it not be equitable in the cir. 
cumstances if the circular were to be 
amended to grant local authorities dis. 
cretionary powers to increase the selling 
price of houses which as at February 25, 
1947, were in course of erection, particu- 
larly where the bulk of the work had yet 
to be done? 

I firmly believe that such action would 
accord with circumstances and would 
make possible the economic completion of 
houses now in hand. As the matter rests 
at present, a house of which only the foot- 
ings exist must be completed at 1947 cost 
in return for a 1945 selling price. 

8. J. Hunr. 


Increase in Price of Bricks. 
To tHe Eprrorn or The Builder. 

Sim,—I and many other private builders 
are gratified to note that Mr. Bevan has 
at long last seen fit to grant an increase 
of £100 on new houses to private builders, 
on account of past increases in the prices 
of buildiig materials. I do, however, note 
with alarm. that this increase appears to 
be a signal for a further advance in price 
of certain material. 

By. this morning’s post. I received a 
notification that bricks would be subject 
to advances from March 1 in varying 
amounts up to 12s. 6d. a 1,000; this 
represents a substantial increase in the 
cost of a house, and surely it is high 
time that the Government controlled these 
advances, otherwise the object of the 
grant by the Ministry will be entirely 
defeated. 

While the private builder has to build 
to a prescribed figure as laid down by the 
Government there appears to be no con- 
tro] over the manufacturers or merchants, 
and I should like to know how the brick- 
makers can justify this present increase. 

W. Rostnson, 
Builder and Estate Developer. 
Ashtead, Surrey. 
March 5. 


Getting Those Apprentices. 

In order to encourage boys leaving 
school this year to take up apprenticeship 
in the building industry, the London 
Master Builders’ Association is organising 
a series of visits, as soon as the weather 
permits, to selected building jobs in the 
London area, so that the boys may see 
for themselves just what building really 
means. 

Apprentices are wanted in all trades, 
but the tendency at present is for boys to 
select carpentry and joinery. In order to 
create a balanced industry apprentices are 
badly needed in all the other trades, and 
particularly at the present time in brick- 
laying and tiling. . 

The boys will go to the jobs selected 
in organised parties, and it is hoped that 
the various operations in progress will be 
explained to them by a representative of 
the contractor doing them.. The visits 
have the warm endorsement of the London 
Regional Joint Apprenticeship Committee 


Durham County Architect. 

Mr. Geratp R. Crayton, Deputy Archi- 
tect to Durham County Council, has been 
appointed County Architect in succession 
to Mr. William J. Merrett, who retires 1 
May. 
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" DEFERMENT OF ARCHI- 
TECTS’ NATIONAL SERVICE 


Tue following arrangements have now 
been agreed between the Council of the 
R.1.B.A. and the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service for the. deferment of 
students of architecture born on or after 
January 1, 1929. 

1. Students pursuing full-time courses 
at Universities, Technical Colleges and 
certain other Further Educational estab- 
lishments. Students who are alréady 
undergoing full-time training in architec- 
ture or who have been accepted for admis- 
sion to a full-time course may be granted 
deferment for the period necessary for 
them to complete the full normal course 
up to the Final Examination, or to pre- 
pare for the Intermediate Examination by 
full-time study and afterwards to proceed 
to employment in an architect’s office and 
prepare for the Final Examination by part- 
time or spare-time study. 

In order to qualify for such deferment 
the student must commence his’ full-time 
study before his 18th birthday. If, how- 
ever, he has besn granted deferment to 
remain at school until the end of the 
summer term to sit for the Higher School 
Certificate Examination or a comparable 
examination, he must commence the full- 
time study of architecture within three 
months of the expiry of that deferment. 

Application for deferment in respect of 
a full-time course in architecture must be 
made in duplicate on Form Misc. 20 to 
the appropriate University Joint Recruit- 
ing Board. Full details of these arrange- 
ments -are being notified to the head- 
masters and principals of the technical 
colleges and similar institutions, from 
whom copies of the form and address of 
the Joint Recruiting Board will be 
obtainable. 

Students who successfully complete a 
course of full-time study to the Inter- 
mediate stage, and who then wish to com- 
plete their training as architects by 
employment in an architect’s office com- 
bined with part-time study for the Final 
Examination will be eligible to apply for 
further deferment to enable them to com- 
plete two years’ practical training and to 
sit for the Final Examination not later 
than the first opportunity after the expiry 
of the two years. Shortly before they are 
due to complete the Intermediate course 
of full-time study such students should 
submit a fresh application, on Form 
N.S. 294, for the further deferment neces- 
sary to enable them to pursue their period 
of practical training in an office. This 
application should be submitted in accord- 
ance with the directions printed on the 
form (which can be obtained from any 
local office of the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service), and should be accom- 
panied by a letter drawing attention to the 
fact that the student has hitherto been 
deferred as a student of architecture for 
a full-time course up to the Intermediate 
standard. 

Deferment will also be granted, subject 
to certain conditions, to young men em- 
ployed as ‘pupils or assistants (whether 
articled or not) in architects’ offices who 
are bona-fide candidates for admission to 
the Register of Architects. In such cases 
deferment may be allowed to give the pupil 
or assistant an opportunity of taking the 
intermediate protuniceal examination 
before performing his military service. 
The period of deferment may not extend 
beyond the 21st birthday or, where neces- 
sary, the date of the Intermediate 
Examination held next after that date. 
The student must satisfy the following 
conditions :— 
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(i) That his training in. the office, or under 
the supervision, of a practising architect began 
before his 17th birthday or within three months 
of the completion of his full-time general educa- 


tion. 
(ii) That he continues to be employed in the 
office, or under the supervision, of a prac- 


want architect. : : 
(iii) That he is pasening a suitable course of 
part-time or spar e study in preparation for 
the Intermediate professional examination, and 
is allowed by his employer time off in working 
hours to the extent of not less than eight 
hours a week, on average, during the course of 
his training, for the purpose of attending 
classes of instruction and/or for private study in 
preparation for his examination. Where it is 
not possible for a pupil or assistant to attend 
part-time day classes at a Technical College or 
Art School, private study should be undertaken 
in the office under the direction of the employer 
or a qualified member of his staff. In_ those 
cases where the pupil or assistant is able to 
attend evening classes in architectural sub- 
jects, it should be possible for him to work 
in the office on design problems and exercises 
which form part of the evening course. The dis- 
tribution of this time off from office duties will 
be a matter for arrangement between the em- 
ployer and the student to suit their mutual 
convenience. 


Architects’ pupils and assistants desirous 
of deferment of call-up under this arrange- 
ment should make application on Form 
N.S. 294, obtainable from ary local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service. 

3. Periodical Review of Deferment. 
Where deferment is granted it will in all 
cases be subject to satisfactory progress in 
training and studies, and will be reviewed 
periodically by the University Joint 
Recruiting Board or District Manpower 
Board, as the case may be. 

4. Application for Deferment. Appli- 
cation for deferment should be made on 
the appropriate form immediately after a 
student, pupil or assistant registers for 
National Service. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Overspill Town Near Leeds. 

CotoneL Ropner asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning whether, in considering 
the location of a proposed site for an overspill 
town near Leeds, he would ensure that the in- 
terests of agriculture, both from a local and a 
national point of view, were given every con- 
sideration. 

Mr. F. Marsnait replied: Yes, sir. 
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“temporary houses. 


Timber Supplies. 
Mr. Hexpgerson Stewart asked the President 
of the Board of Trade at what date he became 
i lies for new housing 


anticipated ; " basi 
sources of supplies his earlier estimates had been 
formed ; what Steps had been taken previous to 
that date to obtain timber; what was the cause 
of the unexpected cut in supplies; and what 
action he was now taking te increase supplies. 
. Because said that prospects of obtaining 
supplies of timber from overseas to meet our 
essential np ge gradually deteriorated in 
the course of 1946, and, in particular, it became 
clear by the summer that the lumbermen’s strike 
in Canada and the economic situation in the 
British zone in Germany would seriously affect 
shipments from the countries concerned. More 
over, our attempts to obtain substantial quanti- 
ties from U.S.S.R. met with no success. Al} 
interested Government Departments were kept 
continuously informed of developments and they 
had been, and were, taking all steps possible to 
secure increased supplies. Those largely depen- 
ded in some cases on the quantity of goods we 
‘ourselves were able to export to the main 
supplying countries. 


Parliament-square. 

Mr. Paroiter asked the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer whether he was now in a position to 
make a statement on the plans for the enlarge- 
ment of Parliament-square. 

Mr. Darton said that the Middlesex County 
Council had offered to the Ministry of Works, 
for the permanent enlargement of Parliament- 
square, a site on the west side, which they 
acquired in 1935. Contributions towards the 
cost aoe A | the Middlesex County Council 
had been offered by the London County Council, 
the Westminster City Council, the Pilgrim Trust 
and the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors, and he was prepared to add, subject to 
the approval of Parliament, an Exchequer con- 
tribution of £100,000. That enlargement would 
make possible a great improvement in the lay- 
out of the r in Parliament-square and 
would notably increase the beauty and dignity 
of the Square. In addition to the direct Ex- 
chequer contribution, there would be a 75 per 
cent. grant from the Minister of Transport 
towards the cost of the road improvement. He 
would like to express the Government’s appre- 
ciation of the public spirit shown by the Middle- 
sex County Council and by the other bodies who 
were making contributions. 


War Damage Payments. 

Mrs. Mippieton asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer whether he had now received the 
Report of the War Damage Commission on the 
increase of value payments; and what decision 
he had reached. : 

Mr. Darton said he had received the report 
and was grateful to the War Damage Commis- 
sion for their 5 response to his request. 
He had decided to accept the Commission’s 
recommendations and would Pay my the Report 
and submit the necessary Order for the approval 
of the House in the near future. : 

Replying to further questions, Mr. Datton said 
that the report advised “a certain escalation.” 


Metal Products. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Prime Minister which 
Department, was responsible for the building 
industry being unable to obtain, in opriate 
time, the needed cast-iron gutters, pipes, wall 
ties and other metal peceece: - 

Mr. Greenwoop, who replied, said that the 
Ministry of Supply was responsible for produc- 
tion and the Ministry of Works for distribu- 
tion. The difficulties be experienced by the 
building industry in this field were due mainly 
to the inadequacy of labour in the factories and 
foundries. imited quantities of substitutes 
fer gutters and pipes were available, and those 
should be used where possible. 

Galvanised Wire Wall Ties. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of Health to _ 
what extent local authorities had been author- 
ised to permit the use of galvanised wire as 
wall ties in housing work; and whether the 
usual wall ties were available or in short 


supply. 
Me. Bevan said that local authorities had 
been instructed to ify wall ties in accord- 
ance with British Standard 1243/45 for their 
housing work, and that permitted the use of 
zinc-coated wire ties. No shortages of the 
standard types of wall tie had been reported 
to him. 

Prefabricated Houses. 

Mr. Prescort asked the Minister of Health 
what complaints he had received arding 
dampness in recently erected prefa ted 
houses; and what action had taken. 

Mr. Bevan-said that some complaints had 
been received from tenants of recently erected 
They were found to be due 
in some cases to the tenant’s failure to observe 
the official advice for the avoidance of con- 
densation. Where rem measures were 

ry, they had been undertaken. 
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PRODUCTION FORUM 
Incentive to Production 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—With the present shortage of 
labour, the only way to get more houses 
is to increase production per man hour, 
and the only way to get this increase in 
production is to offer the operatives a 
personal incentive for maximum effort. 

Pre-war the incentive, unfortunately, 
was the fear of unemployment; to-day, 
with full employment, the only way to 
obtain maximum effort. and production is 
by a cash incentive; call it what you like, 
it remains in fact bonus on output. 

A simple way of giving this necessary 
incentive which would produce (1) 4 
decrease in building costs from approxi- 
mately three to seven and a half per cent. ; 
(2) a considerable saving to the employer 
in overhead costs; (3) a possible in- 
crease to the operatives equivalent to 6d. 
or more per hour, is group bonusing by 
trades, as follows :— : 

Practically every building contract is 
based on a competitive priced bill of 
quantities, and each priced item includes 
a sum for labour costs based on present- 
day output, which output is the same as 
that ruling prior to the last 4d. per hour 
increase in wages. Before work is com- 
menced, the sum allowed for net labour 
cost in every item of work should be ab- 
stracted, scheduled, and agreed with the 
quantity surveyor. All items should 
then be collated into trade groups, such 
as :—(1) Site Works (labouring work), (2) 
Brickwork, (3) Carpentry work, etc. 

At the end of each week all work carried 
out would: be measured by the contractor 
(all measurements checked and agreed 
monthly by the quantity surveyor). The 
labour cost allowed per group for the work 
measured would be obtained from the 
agreed priced labour schedule. The actual 
payments made to the group operatives 
would be deducted from this allowed cost 
and the difference up to 40 per cent. 
increase paid as follows :—(a) 10 per cent. 
to the contractor for administration costs, 
b) 33} per cent. to the owner as a return 
for the last 4d. increase in wages, (c) 56% 
per cent. as bonus to the group operatives, 
each man receiving the bonus as a per- 
centage addition to his weekly earnings. 

All increases in production exceeding 
40 per cent. would be paid to the opera- 
tives in full without any deduction, since 
it is generally found, on average, that 
present-day production is approximately 
40 per cent. below average maximum 
effort. 

For example, if the labour costs allowed 
for, say, brickwork were based on laying 
40 bricks per hour and the output as 
measured showed 56 bricks per hour (i.e., 
40 per cent. increase) the bonus paid to 
the operatives would be equivalent to 
approximately 6d. per hour increase in 
pay, whilst if the output was 60 bricks per 
hour, i.e., 50 per cent., the increase would 
be approximately 9d. per hour. 

This method of incentive would also 
help to kill the mythical bogy, believed 
by so many operatives, that if they give 
maximum output it only means more profit 
to the employer. 

In conclusion, I would like to point out 
that there is one factor often forgotten 
and that is that no incentive or bonus 
will increase production so long as the 
operatives, who are normal human beings 
and not idealists, have to pay income tax 
on bonus earned by extra effort. Let 
income tax be paid on straight time on 
standard rates only, plus time and bonus 
being exempt; then, and only then, will 
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you get maximum production, reduced 
absenteeism, and increased output on 
houses and building work generally from 
25 to 50 per cent. 
OBSERVER. 
Hampstead Garden Suburb. 


Direction and Management 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 


Sm,—I have read with very great 
interest the correspondence every week 
under the heading of ‘‘ Production 
Forum,” but it seems to me that output 
depends on both workers and manage- 
ment: The emphasis has so far been con- 
centrated on the former, and I do not 
think a word or two in regard to manage- 
ment would be out of place. Some writers 
have advocated a bonus scheme for man- 
agement as well as for workmen. This is 
not so strange as it may seem, as obvi- 
ously the proprietors of a business obtain 
their bonus in the form of profit and the 
executives frequently share in some form 
of staff bonus scheme. 

In the course of my contacts with firms 
in the building trade, it has seemed to 
me that part of the difficulties created in 
regard to management arise from the very 
top; in fact, directors of firms are not 
quite clear as to what are their duties. It 
is a maxim that directors must be pre- 
pared to delegate responsibility for man- 
agement and executives be willing to 
receive that responsibility. There is no 
place in the industry for ‘‘ yes ’’ men. 

It has been stated, and truthfully, that 
a director’s duty is to direct and not to 
manage. This may sound obvious, and a 
fine distinction, but what I want to em- 
phasise is that directors’ duties in a large 
firm are mainly administrative. They 
have a staff of specialists to advise them 
on their management problems. They are 
better employed in deciding matters of 
policy than in dealing with matters of 
detailed management. In other words, if 


a director confines himself to directing 
and not to detailed management, it will 
be the better for all concerned. For 
example, it is surely for directors to state 
what they expect their executives to 
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Above photo shows two’ pairs of a range of King 
Sliding Doors, erected at a large modern factory. 
Note particularly extreme height and heavy con- 
struction. All over the country leading firms have 
installed King Sliding Doors, and found them to give 
long and satisfactory service. 
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achieve, but they should leave it to those 
executives to organise the detailed proce- 
dure. 

In emphasising the relationship between 
directors and executives I have en- 
deavoured to stress another side-to the 
output question. From a summary of 
previous correspondence it would almost 
seem that output depends entirely on the 
worker, whereas in fact it is quite obvious 
that this is only one factor. 

The remedy for managerial faults would 
appear to come under the following head- 
ings :—- 

1. The employment of staff with the 
necessary practical qualifications to fit 
their-respective positions in the firm. <A 
chart of the firm’s organisation having 
been drawn up, then each position on the 
chart should be filled by a properly quali- 
fied employee. This will avoid ‘“‘ square 
pegs in round holes.”’ 

2. Proper delegation of authority by 
directors to senior excutives. This in- 
volves complete authority for each execu- 
tive to organise the detail work in his 
own department, subject only to the over- 
riding principles of the firm’s general 
policy. 

3. Taking executives into complete con- 
fidence as to the company’s general policy. 
This can probably be best achieved by a 
short monthly managers’ meeting, which 
should enfourage co-operation as between 
keymen and will lessen antagonism. 

4. The institution of some form of staff 
bonus or profit-sharing scheme drawn up 
on straightforward lines and .applicable to 
all permanent members of the staff. 


Spalding, Lincs. E. G. Fisa. 


THE WELSH SLATE 
INDUSTRY 


M.O.W. REPORT 


THE Report of the Committee on the 
Welsh Slate Industry (chairman: Sir 
Frederick Rees) (published for the Minis- 
try of Works by H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 9d.) reveals that the indtstry 
steadily declined between 1898 and the 
outbreak of the first world war. In 1898 
the output amounted to 485,000 tons and 
16,000 men were pore in the indus- 
try. After the building boom of the ' 
*nineties, demand fell rapidly, and in 1914 
the output was only 251,318 tons, with 
only 8, men employed. During the 
inter-war period the industry succeeded 
in maintaining some degree of stability. 
- The control of building at the start of 
the second world war resulted in an 
immediate drop in the demand for slates 
and, by 1940, 4,600 men had been obliged 
to leave the industry. In spite of efforts 
to increase production from the autumn 
of 1940 onwards when bombing began, 
and slates were needed for blitz repairs, 
in June, 1945, the production in the Welsh 
quarries was less than 40 per cent. of that 
for 1938 and the labour force was only 
3,278. During the first year of peace the 
quarries have been faced with an enor- 
mous demand for slates. With its de- 
pleted labour force the industry has been 
unable to cope with the demand. 

To improve the labour position of the 
industry the report recommends that: 
steps should be taken to induce slate 
workers absorbed in other industries as 
a result of war to return to the industry; 
welfare facilities in the quarries should 
be improved; mechanical aids should be 
used wherever possible; as a long-term 
measure er aay eof training schemes 
associated with local quarries should be 
established in schools in quarrying areas 
with a view to attracting boys into the 
industry; and the release of slate workers 
still in the Forces should be hastened. 
The report also recommends that loans 
on favourable terms (or where necessary 
special grants) should be made by the 
Government for development work. 


‘ 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 


FRAMED PARTITIONS 

Draft British Standard Code of Prac- 
tice 1.54 “ Framed Partitions,’ prepared 
by a committee eonvened by the Lneor- 
porated Association of Architects and 
Surveyors, has now been issued for com- 
ment under the authority of the Codes 
of Practice Committee. It is the first of 
the internal walls and partitions series 
of codes to reach: this stage. 

In addition to the main Code 1.54, 
which deals generally with the frame- 
work and covering or infilling that to- 
gether form a framed partition, there are 
included a number of sub-codes each of 
which deals in detail with a specific 
type of frame or coverage. Code 1.54 
includes a list of definitions and clauses 
on exchange of information and time 
schedule. It makes recommendations 
for design in relation to the specific 
functions that a framed partition may 
be required to fulfil. Joint coverings 
are dealt with, and there are tables 
showing the joint treatments recom- 
mended for various types of covering, 
and the spacing for framing members 
when certain coverings are used. The 
three sub-codes 1.5411, 1.5412 and 1.5413 
deal with timber, steel and reinforced 
concrete types of frames. The remain- 
ing sub-codes deal with the properties of 
the materials used as coverings, giving 
sizes and weights of the boards, sheets 
and slabs, together with notes on their 
suitability under varying conditions, 

Comments, which should be forwarded 
by April 9, 1947, are invitgd and will be 
welcomed. Copies may obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 
28,  Victoria-street, London, A 
Reference CP(B)631, Price 10s. post free. 


ENGINEERING ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 


As announced recently in the House of 
Commons, Mr. John Wilmot, Minister of 
Supply, has appointed the following mem- 
bers to the Engineering Advisory 
Council :—On the Employers’ side: Mr. 
G. Darnley-Smith, Lord Davidson, Mr. 
C. K. F. ae Mr. G. S. Maginness, Sir 
Robert Micklem, Sir Harry Railing, Sir 
Alexander png: Col. H. Riggall, Sir 
William Rootes, Mr. Mark H. Taylor, and 
Mr. W. R. Verdon Smith. On the Trade 
Union side : Mr. W. G. Beard, Mr. H. G. 
Brotherton, Mr. F. Foulkes, Mr. J. 
Gardner, Mr. H. N. Harrison, Sir Mark 
Hodgson, Mr. Gavin Martin, Mr. H. R. 
Nicholas, Mr. J. R. Scott, Mr. J. W. 
Stephenson, and Mr. J. Tanner. 

e Minister will be Chairman, and the 
Secretary is Mr. W. G. Downey, Engineer- 
ing Industries Division, Ministry of Sup- 
ply. It will be recalled from the announce- 
ment on December 16 that the Engineer- 
ing Advisory Council is to provide for the 
Minister of Supply, in the discharge of his 
responsibilities for the engineering indus- 
try, a means of consultation with em- 
ployers and workers in the industry on 
matters of ge.eral concern in the engineer- 


‘ing field. Matters normally handled by 


joint organisations of employers and trade 
unions in connection with wages and con- 
ditions of employment are excluded. ‘he 
engineering industries for this purpose will 
comprise mechanical, dectieat and radio 
engineering, but not shipbuilding or the 
iron and steel industry, which fall within 
the purview of the Iron and Steel Board. 





L.M.B.A. Donations. 


The London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion has sent a donation of 20 guineas to 
the Provident Institution of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works. The Asso- 
ciation has also sent a donation of 
5 guineas to the Students’ Prize Fund of 
the L.C.C. School of Building at Brixton. 


THE BUILDER 


HOUSES ERECTED IN 


; JANUARY 


M.O.H. 13TH RETURN 


Eight thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-four permanent houses were 
completed in Great Britain in January 
compared with 9,999 in December and 
8,112 in November. Temporary houses 
completed were 4,764, compared with 
12,171 in December and 10,014 in Novem- 
ber. Total housing completed since 
April, 1945, amounts to 164,225. In addi- 
tion, 221,790 houses (211,646 permanent) 
were under construction and 122,284 

ermanent houses projected but not 

n, 12,847 of them under licences 
issued to private builders, 3,753 under 
licences to housing associations and 729 
on Government Department authorisa- 


tions. 

Of the 67,035 permanent houses com- 
pleted at January 31, local authorities 
were responsible for 27,716; private enter- 
prise for 31,487; housing associations for 
846; and Government Departments for 
73. Local authorities rebuilt 3,181 war- 
destroyed houses and private builders 


The total labour force employed on the 
construction and repair of houses rose 
in January from 606,500 to 606,900. There 
were 209,000 men engaged on buildi: 
permanent houses as compared wit 
199,700 at the end of December. 


OPERATIVES’ CLAIMS FOR 


WAGE INCREASE 


EXECUTIVE’S COMMENTS ON 
REJECTION 

Toe Executive Committee of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, at their meetin: eld in 
London last week, reviewed the decision 
of the National Arbitration Tribunal on 
the application of the building workers 
for a wage increase. . 

The committee noted with regret that 
the Tribunal had rejected the claim, and 
are of the opinion that the decision was 
more a politi®] than an industrial one, 
and has thus shaken the faith of the 
building workers in the institution of the 
Tribunal. The committee believe that 


political influences and speeches of poli- kind 
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ticians have had a detrimental effect on 
the careful and unbiased consideration of 
the claim. The committee also feel that 
the action of the Minister of Health in 
increasing the limit in the price of private 
houses for sale by £100 on account of the 
high cost of building has created further 
misgivings in the minds of the building 
operatives. 

The action of the Tribunal and of the 
Minister has created a sense of frustra- 
tion among building workers which will 
necessarily affect production in the 
coming year, for it is impossible to budget 
for the production of a commodity unless 
the workers responsible for that com- 
modity have economic security. It will be 
difficult to carry out the housing pro- 
gramme already fixed by the Government 
for the present year now that the claim 
for improved wages has been rejected. 

The committee are arranging for an 
early meeting of the full executives of the 
building unions to consider the position 
that has now arisen. 


BRITISH REFRIGERATION 


ASSOCIATION 


MR. DALTON AT ANNUAL 
LUNCHEON 

A REQUEST that manufacturers of re- 
frigerators concentrate on the export 
market was made by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Mr. Hugh Dalton, M.P.. 
on Wednesday, February 19, at the 
second annual luncheon of the British 
Refrigeration Association at the Con- 
naught Rooms, London. ‘ 

Mr. Datton began by saying that we 
in this country had not yet got what we 
all thought peace would bring. “In- 
deed, what we seem to have been doing 
in the last year and a half is fighting 
our way through one snowdrift after 
another.” 

Referring to the Government White 
Paper on an economic survey for the 
year 1947, the speaker added that we in 
this country had been strained and 
bruised throughout six years of total 
war. During a large part of that period 
we stood alone while others who joined 
us later were still neutral. We stood 
alone on behalf of the destinies of man- 
and the strain on us had been 
greater than that on any of the other 
victorious Powers. 

The condition in which we now found 
ourselves was shown by the many short- 
ages we were experiencing to-day. There 
was only one way in which those short- 
ages could be overcome and that was to 
produce mere of those things of which 
we were short, not only for the home 
market but for the export market, too. 
The target for production was per 
cent. above the pre-war volume. If we 
did not achieve this the consequences 
would be very simple and very unfor- 
tunate. We should not be able to pay 
for our necessary imports, 

Addressing the manufacturers of re- 
frigerators Mr. Dalton said: “From 
now on give the benefit of the doubt to 
exports. We need certain supplies in 
the home market, but even more we 
need to increase our exports. The order 
of the day for all Britishers must be 
‘work, save and export.’ ”’ 

Mr. E. G. Batt, independent chairman 
of the B.R.A., responding to the toast 
of “‘The Association,” proposed by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, made a 


eae lea for a reduction in the num- 
ber of forms with which industry had to 
deal, ‘‘ As many of you here know from 


experience,” he said, “many of the 
forms are most difficult of understand- 
ing, and it is not by any means excep- 
tional if an inquiry for an explanation 
is made to the department concerned, 
to receive, after a suitable lapse of time, 
a teply which leaves you more 
wildered than before you 

“With regard to the new Electricity 
Bill before Parliament,” the speaker 
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continued, “in this Bill is a small clause 
of 12 words which reads, ‘ Central 
Authorities shall have power to manu- 
facture electrical plant and _ electrical 
fittings.’ This obviously might, if finally 
included in the Bill, react on our own 
refrigeration industry, particularly in so 
far as domestic refrigerators are con- 
cerned. I say emphatically that it is 
uneconomic for users to manufacture 
their own requirements, The _ great 
merit of comprehensive production is 
that the fuller the range and the larger 
the quantities made for the home mar- 
ket, the more is any industry able to 
supply the needs of its overseas cus- 
tomers against international com- 
petition.”’ 


WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION 


A YEAR’S RECORD OF WORK 


DuriInG 1946 claims for the repair of 
damage to land and buildings paid by 
the -War Damage Commission to 
individual claimants numibered 368,182, 
compared with 318,000 in the previous 
12 months. The intake of new: claims 
practically doubled between the begin- 
ning and the end of the year to over 
10,000: per week. Including payments in 
respéct of work done by local authorities, 
the total paid out by the Commission up 
to the end of the year was £409,315,041. 
The payments for 1946 came to £95,000,000, 
this sum including over £10,000,000 in 
respect of no pupeue other than dwelling- 
houses. ell over half of this latter 
amount went on factories, commercial 
buildings, hotels and shops. 

Approval was given during the year to 
prices for the rebuilding of 19,000 
dwelling-houses which qualified for a 
cost-of-works payment. Already in 1945 
some 4,000 had been dealt with, and 
these, with a further 4,000 now under 
negotiation, make a total of 27,000 of the 
final target of 37,000 of such cases. Appli- 
cations for payments on account show a 
marked increase as rebuilding proceeds 
—a branch of the work which has not 
yet reached its climax. 

It is expected that 1947 will be the 
_ year in the Commission’s work. 

‘he Chancellor. of the Exchequer: has, . 
announced his intention of releasing 
value payments. 


EMPLOYERS’ FEDERATION 


COUNCIL 


ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 

At its February Council meeting, at 
which Mr. . J. Smith, the new 
oy ari presided for the first time, the 

ational Federation appointed the 
following Regional representatives to 
form, with the officers, the Executive 
Committee for 1947: North Western, 
Mr. W. Fenton; Northern Counties, 
Mr. W..E. Fishburn; Eastern, Mr, F. 0. 
Foster; Liverpool, Mr. W. A. Gale; 
London, Mr. E. W. Garrett; South 
Western, Mr. G. W. Grosvenor; Midland, 
Mr. H. H. Hanper; Yorkshire, Mr. W. 
Horsfall; South ales, Mr. T. H. 
Huxley Turner; Southern Counties, 
Mr. L. A. Walden. 

The officers, as already announced, are 
Mr. J. Smith, president;, Messrs. 
F. M. Sleeman, J. S. Galbraith, R. O. 
Lloyd, and N. Longley, vice-presidents; 
Mr. G. W. Buchanan, hon. treasurer; 
and Mr. W. H. .Forsdike, immediate 
past-president. 

Mr. J. G. Gray and Mr, Leslie Wallis 
were co-opted to the Council as the most 
recent of the available past-presidents 


THE BUILDER 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Coloured Asbestos Cement Slates. 


With the falling off in the demand for 
ps I ecpped sheets for vor Rayer 
porary use programme, capacity is 
now available (states the Ministry of 
Health) for the manufacture of coloured 
asbestos cement roofing slates. Produc- 
tion of these began in January last, and 
although output is as yet limited, 
increased quantities will be available 
from about this month onwards. By 
July next production should be equiva- 
lent to some houses per week. 
The asbestos cement slates comply with 
B.8.8. yoda and will made in 
various colours, viz.: grey, blue, red, 
green, and russet. The cost is likely to 
comet? favourably with that of tiles or 
slates. 


Control of Engagement. 

By an. Order (the Control of Engage- 
ment [Amendment] Order, 1947, S.R. 
and O., 1947, No. 197 (H.M. Stationery 
Office, Price 1d., post free 2d.)) made by 
the -Minister of Labour and National 
Service, the Control of Engagement 
Orders, 1945 and 1946, will cease as from 
February 24, 1947, to apply to the engage- 
ment of any persons other than men 
aged 18 to 50 linstuaive) whose normal 
employment is in agriculture or coal- 
mining or who are engaged for employ- 
ment in a building undertaking or a civil 
engineering contractin undertaking. 
As a result, a to these exceptions, 
all workers will be free to take any 
employment they choose, and employers 
will be free to engage them without con- 
sulting a local office of the Ministry. or an 
approved employment agency. e 
existing position with regard to control 
of engagement for building or civil 
engineering work remains unchanged. 
Sanitary Fireclay Ware (Prices) Order. 

A new Order (S8.R. and O., 1947, 
No. 180), consolidating with amendment 
the Orders relating to the control of 
sanitary fireclay ware, has been made 
by the Minister of Works and came into 
effect on February 10. The Order exempts 
from statutory control fitt®hgs (not being 
made of fireclay) which have hitherto 
been subject to control when supplied 
with sanitary fireclay ware. 


to hold office, and under. its general, § 


powers of Sf ee the Council added 
r W. F. ibson and Mr. A. H. 
Adamson to its members. 

The president, Mr. E. J. Smith; 
immediate past-president, Mr. W. a 
Forsdike; and the director, Mr. Stanley 
Hearder, were appointed to represent 
the National Federation on the Ministr 
of Works National Consultative Council. 


the 
H 


* 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Regional Director in North Midlands. 


The Minister of Works has appointed Mr. 
E. Hughes Jones, the secretary of the 
Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council, to Regional Director for the 
North Midland Region in succession to 
nin Gee H. B. W. Hughes, C.B., 
D.8.0., O.B.E., who has been transferred 
to the South-West Region. 


Apprentices’ Sports Association. 

Part of the contribution to the London 
Builders’ Apprentices’ Sports and Welfare 
Association is in future to be allowed as 
a trade expense and charged against 
incometax. An agreement to this effect 
has been reached between the solicitor 
to the association and the Chief Inspector 
of Taxes. : 

Employers supporting the association 
undertake to contribute 3d. a week for 
each of the apprentices in their employ- 
ment who joins the association, the boys 
themselves contributing -the same 
amount. Of the employers’ annual contri- 
bution of 13s. per apprentice 5s. is now 
recognised as a trade expense. 


A New National Federation. 


At the first annual general meeting of 
the National Federation of Master 
Steeplejacks and Lightning Conductor 
Engineers, held at 13, Bloomsbury- 
square, Longon, W.C.1, on Wednesday, 
January 22, the officers of the Federation 
were elected as follows: President: Mr. 
Donald C bell (Messrs. J. W. Gray 
and Son, Lid.); Vice-President: Mr. A. 
Beaumont essrs. F. E. Beaumont); 
Council : essrs. W. Bacon (Messrs. 
William Bacon and 00s, R. Gibbons 
a. C. Wilson (Steeplejacks), Ltd.), 
. Larkins (Messrs. W. rkins), W. E. 
Mackney (Messrs. W. E. Mackney and 
Son), and R. A. Price (Messrs. R. C. 
Cutting and Co., Ltd.). 


Interchange of Engineering Students. 

The Gauge and Tool Makers’ Associa- 
tion is negotiating with the Director of 
Zurich University, Zurich, Switzerland, 
for a regular interchange of engineering 
students on @ reciprocal basis. Under 
the scheme envisaged Swiss engineering 
students will come to England in 1947 
during their long vacation and obtain 
temporary employment in member- 
firms’ workshops; and, where satisfac- 
tory arrangements can be made, will live 
during their stay in England with the 
families of works’ personnel in order to 
get to know the English way of family 
life. Simil&r facilities will be offered by 
Swiss precision engineering firms to 
British students. 


TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address. 

On and .after March 17 the address of 
Messrs. F. G. Minter, Ltd., will be 4, 
Buckingham-gate, London, 8.W.1 (tele- 
phone No. Victoria 6331-9). The joinery 
and masonry yard remains at Ferry 
Works, Lacy-road, Putney, S8.W.15. 


An Announcement. ‘ 

Messrs. Vulcan Prod@tcts,  c.t., 
announce that from March 1 sales of 
“ Offkwik”? paint remover will | 
handled by Fae “ge! company, Paint 
Removers, Ltd., 24, Ryder-street, St. 
James’s, London, 8.w.i. Telephone : 
Abbey 4161 (5 lines). 


Drill Hall, Horfield, Bristol. 


In the list of sub-contractors 
connection with the Drill Hall, 


iven in 
fiorfield. 
Bristol, in our issue of February'7, the 
name of the makers of the rolling 


shutters was incorrectly given. Messrs. 
Haskins, Gneme House, London, E.17, 
supplied and erected their “Rolador ” 
Heavy Gauge type of rolling shutters for 
this project. We regret the error. 
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Three New Power Stations. 

Messrs. Dorman, Long and Co., Lid., 
are supplying the structural steelwork 
and other materials for three new — 
stations at Meaford (Stoke-on- t), 
ve (Newark), and Birkenhead, 
and for extensions to thirteen existi 
power stations. Approximately 35, 
tong of structural steelwork alone is in- 
volved. 

A Ventilating Unit. 

A small ventilating unit, known as the 
“K.B. Extravent,” is announced b 
Messrs, Keith Blackman, Mill Mead- 
road, Tottenham; N.17. Operating on 
any normal voltage single-phase electric 
supply and displacing 11, cubic feet 
of air per hour, for a consumption oi 
about 15 watts, the “K.B. Extravent’’ 
is simple to’ instal and can be mounted 
on any normal form of seating or 
directly on to window glass (small 
panes, minimum 22-0z, glass; large 
panes, minimum 32 oz. glass). 


A Sign Catalogue. 

Messrs, E, Pollard and Co., Ltd., shop- 
fitters and architectural metal craits- 
men, St. John-street, London, E.C.1, have 
recently published a new edition of the 
Morris Singer Company Sign Catalogue. 
Containing several illustrations of signs 
executed by the firm in wrought iron, 
oak, bronze, stainless steel, etc., the cata- 
logue emphasises the great improvement 
of recent F yes in the lettering on the 
fascias an ne ye of public build- 
oo Copies of the catalogue are avail- 
able on application. 


Aluminium Bridge Contract. , 

Messrs. Head Wrightson and Co., 
engineers of Thornaby-on-Tees, announce 
that the River Wear Commissioners of 
Sunderland have placed with them a 
contract for the supply and erection of a 
twin leaf bascule bridge to be manufac- 
tured in aluminium alloy. This will be 
the first aluminium moving bridge in 
the world and follows a year’s develop- 
ment work undertaken 


a their 
subsidiary company, Head rightson 
Light Alloy Structures, Ltd. When open, 
the a will give a clear yeeros of 

ear 


90 ft. he engineer to the River 
Commissioners is Mr. W. H. F. Tripp. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Additions and alterations proposed 
for British Steam Specialities, Ltd., at Crimea- 
st., for which the architects are Gillespie, Kidd 
& Coia, 19, Waterloo-st., Glasgow.—Alterations 
and additions proposed for Craig & Co. at 
Dunbarton-rd., for which the architect is J. 8. 
Kirkland, 496, Crow-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corporation to erect school at 
Drumoyne, Shieldrake-rd., for which the archi- 
tect is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow.— 
Additions and alterations proposed for Lang 
Bros., Ltd., at 10-20, Oswald-st., for which the 
architect is William Graham, 30, Newmarket- 
st., Falkirk.—Alterations and additions pro- 
posed for Brash & Co., Ltd., at Oxford-st. 
and Barham-st., for which the architect is 
W. R. McKay, 65, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Larkhall.—C.C. propose 90 houses. Architect, 
Samuel. MacColl, 35, Albert-st., -Motherwell. 

Ruthergien.—Offices proposed at London-rd., 
for which the architects are James Young 
A ya Ltd., 117, Blairbeth-rd., Burn- 
side. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this. list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MARCH 18. 
+Devon ©.C.—County Primary school at 
Willand. H. V. de Courcy Hague, County A., 
Exeter. Dep. £5 5s. (crossed cheque). Tenders 
by April 12. 


THE BUILDER 


MARCH 20. 
+Ketton R.D.C.—20 houses. F. J. Lenton and 
Partners, 16, Broad-st., Stamford. 


MARCH 21. 

*Bristol Corporation.—Construction of switch- 
houses and sub-stations. »E. C. Willis, General 
Manager, Dorset House, Glifton Down, Bristol 8. 

*East Suffolk C.C.—(a) Additional classrooms 
and cloakrooms, Woodbridge Council school, 
and (b) extension to Southwold Junior school. 
E. J. Symcox (F.), County A., Ipswich. Dep. 
2 = Tenders by April 19 for (a) and April 15 
or (b). 

+Folkestone T.C.—Additions at Maternity and 
Child Welfare Clinic aj Old Harvey Grammar 
school. B.E. Dep. ’ 

+Padiham U.D.C.—46 houses at Slade-la. C. 
Dep. £2. 

t*Wandsworth 86.C. — Two blocks of 
maisonettes at Cowper’s-row site, Streatham. 
Clifford E. Culpin (F.), 3, Southampten-pl., 
W.C.1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by April 10. 


MARCH 22. 
Church U.D.C.—8 houses at Church Hall site. 


8S. Dep. £2 2s 
2 MARCH 23. 


Dartford R.D.C.—52 Airey houses. B. F. 
Kirby, Architect, Council Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 


MARCH 2% 

Hunts C.C.— Kitchen and dining-room for 
Earith British scheel. T. H. Longstaff, County 
S. and Architect. 

Leicester T.C.—100 houses at New Parks 
estate. Heusing Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Just U.D.C.—10 houses at Regert-terr. 
W. H. T. Rowe, C. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wembley 1T.C.— Rebuilding 69, Grove-cres., 
Kingsbury. Boro’ Treas. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wi and Melcombe Regis T.C.—Re- 
building 7 houses at Bradford-rd. B.E. and §&., 
6, Pulteney-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 25. : 
Horwich U.D.C.—53 houses at Makinson estate. 


_E. Yates, F.S.1., E, and S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Salop Standin, Joint Committee.—Police 
houses at Nesscliffe and Norton. A. G. Chant, 
County A., Shrewsbury. 

*Teignmouth  U.D.C. , 
Valley estate. F. H. Clinch, 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

tTottenham B.C.—30 three-bedroom flats and 
10 one-bedreom flats at Cornwall-rd. B.E. and 
8S. Dep. £2 2s. 








Tenders by April 9.° 





DIAMOND 
GRINDING 


for use on granite, 
stones and reconstructed stone. 


The type ST.80 equipment comprises electric motor, 
heavy duty flexible shaft and type RD/WF handpiece 
with water feed. 
The 6in. dia. Diamond Head will grind dead fla? from an 
axed or rough-sawn granite surface at the rate of 1 sq. ft. 
im2 minutes. Tests have proved that wear on the Head is 
negligi I after gri ding 2,000 super feet. 

Pe finish is obtained by following up with a fine 

arborundum cup grinding wheel fitted to the same hand- 
piece. Final polishing is carried out with a felt pad fitted 
to type D.6 Handpiece, interchangeable withtype RD/WF. 
For high speed cutting of hard stones, type B, 38 Hand- 
piece is available, fitted with Bin. Diamond-impregnated 
Cutting Tool and adjustable side gauge. 


Demonstration at your Works on request. 


Hoalol, 


POWER-DRIVEN HAND TOOLS 


SE 


Type RD/WF Handpiece 
with cup grinding wheel. 


Type RD/WF Handpiece Type D.6 Handpiece 
with 6in. Diamond Head. for honing and polishing. 
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MARCH 2%. __ 

Thame U.D.C.—12 houses at sey-rd. estate. 
T. Lawrence Dale, Architect, Lloyds Bank- 
chbrs., Oxford. > £2 2s 
Wemb Cc. — Erecti 


ley T. ign of day nursery at 
Vale Farm, Watferd-rd., Sudbury, together with 
dveins Treas: Dep. 


e and site works. Boro’ 

Wrexham R.D.C.—86 Airey houses, with out 
buildings, paths, drainage, fencing, etc., at 3 
sites. E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 27. 

Ealing T.C.—One block of Duplex flats at 

Gifford-gdns., N. Hanwell. B.E. and S. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
Uckfield R.D.C.—1 pair of Airey houses at 
Stone Cross-rd., Crowborough. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 28, 
Billericay U.D.C.—30 houses at 3 sites. 8. 
Dep. £2 


2s. 
*Conisborough U.D.C.—54 houses at Conanby. 
E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
t*East Suffolk C.C.—Canteen kitchen, pump- 
house and conversion of special subjects centre 
into dining hall. E. J. Symcox (F.), County A. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 17. - 
and He T.C.—Approx. 100 
houses at Trumacar-la. site. B.S. Dep. £3 3s. 
t*Wes x  €.C.—Building work at 
Grammar school, Midhurst. F. R. Steele (F.), 
County A., Chichester. 


MARCH 29. 
Bromley T.C. — Rebuilding 


8. 

-C. at 3 sites. Wm. 

lers and Partners, architects, 24, Castle- 

gate, Newark-on-Trent. p. £3 3s. 

Castletown (1. of M.).—12 houses at School 

Hill: W. T. Quayle, architect, 29, Athol-st., 
Douglas. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rhyl U.D.€.—31 houses at Marsh-rd. site. 
E. and S. Bep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 31. 

*Canvey Island U.D.C.—12 houses at Cham- 
bers. Field, Long-rd. Cockrill and Fowles 
(A./F.), Architects, 35, Weston-chbrs., Southend- 
on-Sea. £2 2s. 

*Essex C.C.—Alterations and redecoration of 
domestic staff quarters, St. John’s Hospital, 
Chelmsford. County A. 

t*Lanes C©.C.—Applications invited for large- 
scale works (£50,000 to £150,000 or more). 
Noel Hill (F.), County A. 

Martborough and Ramsbury R.D.C.—6 houses 
at. East Grafton. S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Montgomeryshire E.C.—Alterations and_ex- 
tensions at Newtown Secondary school. T. Glyn 
a D. of E., County Offices, Newtown. Dep. 

s. 

_Montgomeryshire E.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room at Sarn C.E. Primary school. T. 
Glyn Davies, D. of E., County Offices, New- 
town. Dep. £2 2s. 

Sutherland C.C.—Work in various trades 70 
houses at 3 sites. E. W. Brannan (L.), 
Carnegie-bldgs., Berroch. 


APRIL 1. 
West Riding C.C.—Erection of infants’ school 
at Knaresborough. County A., Wakefield. 


APRIL 2 
Norfolk E.C,— Completion of buildings in- 
ternally and site works, verandahs, fencing, 
etc., ms ax | at Gromer Modern Secondary 
school. F. @. Limmer (F.), Ed. Architect, 
Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep. £5 5s. 


APRIL 5. 
*Leeds T.C.—Alterations at 3, Spring-rd., 
Headingley, for use as nurses’ hostel. Superin- 
tendent of ay and Buildings, 125, Beckett- 


st. Dep. 
APRIL 7. 
*Kettering T.C.—Temporary offices, rear of 
Manor House, Sheep-st. B.E., Gold-st. 22 2s. 


APRIL 9. 

*Bath.—42 dwellings at Tiverton estate, site 
No. 2. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 1 

Camberwell B.C.—Rebuilding 3 pairs of 
houses at Red Post Hill. Wm. Bell, M.Inst., 
C.E., F.S.L, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2.28. 

*Mitcham T.C.—42 houses and 16 maisonette 
flats at 5 sites. B.E. and S. 


APRIL 11. 
*Derby C.B.—132 houses at Chaddesden Hall 
estate and at Wood-rd., Chaddesden. T. W. 
East (F.), Boro’ A. Dep. £1 1s. 


APRIL 19. 

*Margate T.C.—Contract No. 1: Two blocks of 
flats for old people (14 dwellings) at south side 
of St. Peter’s footpath; Contract No. 2: 12 
houses at south side of St. Peter’s footpath; 
Contract No. 3: 20 honses at north side of St. 
Peter’s footpath. W. L. Armstrong, B.Sc., B.E. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MARCH 2. 
Terquay T.C.—Demolition of market and stores 


at Fish Quay. B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 


re 














Chester 7.6.—Demolition” and clearance of 
shelter. City E. and 8. 


APRIL 10. 
Deai anthametel of defence works. B.E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 14. 
Hove my “ie  eagene of C.D. structures. 
B.S. Dep. £3 3 
APRIL 18. 
Wolverha C.B.—Demolition and clear- 


ance of static tanks and shelters. B.E. Dep. 
22 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


‘ MARCH 22. — 
Haslingden T.C.—B. Preagn ) 
MAR 
Ashington U.D.C.—S. (Materials 8.) 
Barrow-in-Furness C.B.—Painting of Jubilee 
Bridge. B. — hy 8. 
Brierfield U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
Burgess Hill U.D.C.—E. and 8. (Materials.) 
Clayton-le-Moors U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
Cuckfield U.D.C a on ) 


Gloucester 7.6.tity o *titaterials.) 


MARCH 29. : 
Brentwood U.D.C.—E. and 8. (Materials.) 
MARCH 31. 

*Liverpool ; pest a Corporation Water gg gE mio 
ing, colou an pering work at various 
penmiocs at Ae Kaueduct. Water E. 
0.C.—E. and 8. (Mate- 


rials.) 
APRIL 3. 
Airdrie T.C.—B.E. and 8. (Materials.) 


APRIL 4. 
Redditch U.D.C.—E. and 8. (Materials.) 


APRIL 8. 
Coine T.C.—B.E. and 8. ene 
APRIL 1 
*Oldham C. me of Central Market 
Hall. B.E. and 8. ai mg 
NO D 
*L.C.C.—Repainting Veuxhall Bridge. Chief 
E. Dep. £1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 22 
Wayland R.D. €.—Construction of 150 yds. of 
6-in. and 9-in. glazed stoneware pipe sewers at 
Exchange-st., Attleborough. J. D. and D. M. 
Watson, MM.LC.E.,° 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
Westminster, paicpon't Dep. my 3s. 


RCH 

Mildenhall R. po pi oairestien, completien 
and maintenance of approx. 14,600 lin. yds. ef 
3-in. dia. spun-iron pipes and 3,85@ lin. yds. of 
3-in. dia. nomenon -aMe pipes, etc. C. Dep. £5. 

tSoutham meee B.—Roads, sewers, etc., at 
Millbrook. E. ood 8. Dep. £3 3s 

Southend-on-Sea C.B boy Rok of 
Nelson-rd. B-E. pis 8. Dep. £2. 


roads. 


RCH 25. 
* ogee ¥0-datton dressing of 
Eaton 


t Hereford ag Fae 
7. Cc. me £2 
amsbottom U.D.C. mower oo at 
Peal Bridge. E. and S. Dep. £ 
MARCH 26. 
Carlisle T.C.—Construction of 800 yds. of 21 in. 
and 24 in. dia. sewers, etc., at Belah. City E. 


Dep. 4 
Cc T.C.—Roads and sewers at Tootell- 
st. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


works at 


MARCH 28. 
Bath T.C.—Surface dressing, etc. City E. 


Bance 29. 
High Wycombe T.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 
Long Ashton R.D. :C.—Provision and layin mg 
og xis. of 3-in. dia. spun-iron ve ma: 
K. yore 8. Dep. £1 1 
af Ey D.C.-Roals aed "‘sosipathe at 
Fordham and Swaffham Bulbeck. L. I. Cocker- 
ham (L.), Council Offices. “eae £3 3s. 
MARCH 3 
Harrow v0.0 Culverting of watercourse. 


E. and 8. Dep. £2 
Littlehampton §.0.0.—Road and sewer 
works at Herabaiierd. E. and S. Dep. £3. 
Manchester T.C.—Sewering works at Colly- 
beret opr “pee areas Nos. 5 and 6. City 


Reading ©.B.—Laying of 12-in. trunk main. 
Water En ny 8. Dep. £3 3s. 
ae C.B.—Surface dressing of roads. 
Stafford R. D.C.—Contract: No. 1: Laying of 
iron pipes and main; Contract No. 2: Construc 
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tion of reservoir and pumpi station. Elliott 
and Brown, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Notting- 
ham. Dep. 
Surbiton T.C.—Reinstatement of roads and 
footways. x 
orsiey U.D. C. —Construction of two pumping 
stations and provisi laying and jointing of 
concrete sewers, etc. ard and Ashcroft, 38, 
The Temple, Dale-st., Liverpool 2. Dep. £5 5s. 


APRIL 1. 
Aldershot T.C.—Roads and sewers at Ash- 
st. site. B.E. and S. oni 2s. 


gp aie, 
Wanstead and sodford ¥.6.— Ta & es and 
— of Rroatuentré. B.E. and Dep. 
APRIL 3. 


High Wycombe T.C.—Roads and sewers at 
~~ Farm estate. B.E. and 8. Dep. 


2s 
Kettering R.D.C.—Laying and jointing of 
approx. 3 miles of 3-in. and 4-in. iron water 
mains. Pick, Everard, Keay ~ Gimson, 6, 
Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. 
¥ and Cheam 1.0 e-Surtace cma. 
an 


APRIL 5. 

Chippenham T.C.—Provision and laying of 
water sup) poly mains, etc., at Greenway-la. B.S. 
and Water £2 

Swansea C.B.—(a) Construction of reservoir ; 
(b) provision and laying of water main. Water- 
works E. and Manager, Guildhall. Dep. £5 5s. 

APRIL 7. 

Edmonton eae Nae street works at Turin- 

rd. B.E. and 8. pet 


PRIL 
Bishop’s Stortford :v. D. ©. -Roads, ayy and 
mains at Havers-la. E. and 8. £2 2s. 

Bradford and Melksham R. D.C.-Construc- 
tion of sewers, etc., and extensions to existing 
sewage works. E. “and P. 2s. 

*Maidstone Waterworks o.—Laying of 
epprer, 2 23 miles of 4-in. main. C. H. Harden, 

C.E., E. ~ Manager, 74, King-st., 

Matinton. Dep. £2 2s 

Fareham U.D. -6.—Laying of sewers to private 
streets. E. Dep. £2 2s 

APRIL 9. 

Swale R.D.C.—Sewerage and extension of 
sewage disposal works at Teynham. E. and S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 
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Rit 
Ashbourne R. bag Laying of approx. 20 miles 
of water mains. 8. 


Pi oe 2 ~- ‘ “ 
Tynemouth C.B.—Roads and sewers at Mars- 
den Neighbourieoa meee Sag Dep. £2 2s 


Beverley R.D.C. SNetrast 1: ry and lay- 
ad of approx. 28 miles of mains; tract No. 
Construction of reservoirs; 
Supply and erection « duplicate electric motors 
and booster pumps. J. Baiste, M.I.C.E., 4, 
Queen-sq., Woodhouse-la., Leeds 2 Dep. £3 3s 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appoiniments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


— (LONDON), 


Camberwell.—Hovsine.—B. c. Pom appointed 
Mr. F. 8. Palling, 124, Sloane-street, 8.W.1, as 
architect for the development of the Acacia- 
grove and Croxted-road housing site. of 

Camberwell.—Nursery ScHoou.—L.C.C: have 
asked B.C. to consider allocation of site at 
Sydenham Hill housing site for nursery school. 
B. wa have agreed with the suggestion. 

slington.—Hovusinc.—L.C.C. have sanctioned 
a = of £50,575 to B.C. for 4-storey block of 
38 M pice om at the Canonbury estate. 
sington.—F.Lats.—B.C. to erect 18 flats on 
site vat southern side of Tootead conmes 





.—Hovsinc.—Minister of Health 
has confirmed the compulsory purchase order 
in respect of properties in the Lancaster-road- 
Treadgold-street area. B.C. propose to use the 
site for housing purposes. « 

New Southgate. — Reinstatement. — An _ ad- 
mission unit at Friern Hospital is to be rebuilt 
following war damage at an estimated cost of 


Rotherhithe. — HosritaL Buiipinas. — L.C.C. 
propose to provide physiotherapy department ; 
out-patient and ante-natal clinic and steward’s 
office at St. Olave’s _— Estimated cost, 
including equipment, is £19. 

Panoras.—FLAts.—B.C. to erect 256 flats 
on the Cromer-street site at estimated cost of 
£492,500. Loan sanctioned by L.C.C. 

St. Pancras.—Hovusine.—L.C.C. Housing Com- 
mittee have approved scheme for development 
of western section of Maitland Park estate. 
119 flats and 18 perambulator sheds are to be 
erected. Total cost £324,546. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Arnold.—Notis C.C. to ee County Secondary 
school at ee at £95 

onal .—T.C. approved _ by R. Siddal} 

or newsreel cinema at junction of Simpson-st. 

+ Withnell-rd., South Shore. 

Brighton. —Corporation to erect blocks of 
working-class flats at Sylvan Hall estate. 

Bromsgrove.— Worcs . propose 
Primary school at Cofton Common. 

Coventry.—Methodist Church members pro- 

se churches at Blackhorse- la., Longford, and 


eake-av., es. 

Cri 1¢ ire).—Plans prepared by 
George H. Davies (F.), & Partners, 12, Cross- 
st., Abergavenny, for erection of nurses’ home, 
staff quarters, out-patients’ department and 
clinic at War Memorial Hospital, for Committee 
of Management. 

Derbys.—C.C. to oe County Primary school 
at Ca nag Gleadl 

Doncaster. » Saibane *s Atkinson, 11, South- 
parade, are architects for premises at Cromp- 
ton-rd., for Broughs, Ltd. 

F ).—Arcon, chartered archi- 
tects, 81, Piccadilly, W.1, are architects for four 
large, single storey, steel-framed, technical 
buildings at Research Station extension. 

Fleetwood.—Lancs E.C. propose central 
spo and dining-room at Thornton Marsh-rd. 
site 

Glapwell. —Derbyshire E.C. propose school. 

Goole. -H. approved erection of 50 houses 
at Moorfields site, for T. 

ipswich.—E.C. propose infants’ school and 
par at Whitton White House estate, at 

5 


Jarrow.—Factory block to include six separate 
factories of smaller kind proposed at Bede 
Trading Estate, Jarrow. Architects: Cackett. 
— Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., New- 
castle. 

Littlehampton.—West Sussex C.C. ngeeeed 
in principal layout of Littlehampton Railway 
Station for Southern Railway Co. 

anchester.—E.C. propose canteen at Brook- 
dale Park. Directors of the Royal Exchange, 
Cross-st., Market-st. and Exchange-st. propose 
reinstatement of Royal Exchange. Plans by 
Bradshaw Gass & Hope (FF.), 19, Silverwell. 
st., Bolton. Woterp roef garment factory at 
Rochdale-rd., Collyhurst, for J. Cohen, 184, 
Woodlands-rd., Cheetham; knitwear factory. 


County 








Contract 3:* 
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Hulme-st., Oxford-rd., for Knitella Textile 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; factory at Mulberry- 
st. and Stretford-rd., Hulme, for the Insulid 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd as mantle and costume 
factory at 145, Cheetham Hill- rd., Cheetham, 
ae ae Lackman, 61, Devonshire-st., ” Salford 7. 

ddlesbrough. P. Stainsby, "25, High-st., 
suaeiane -on-Tees, architect for factory at 
Cargo Fleet-rd., for Cleveland Products, Ltd.— 
Matkin Hawk ins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., 
Faweett-st., Sunderland, are architects for 
trading estate at South Bank-rd., for North- 
Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd. 

Newcastle, Staffs—E.C. propose County 
Primary school at Bradwell. Governors of the 
County Grammar school, Wolstanton, propose 
swimming baths. Worthington & Co., Ltd., 
Brewers, High-st., Burton-on-Trent, propose 
hotel at Jenene of Live l-rd. and Shaw-st., 
for J. T. Price & Co.; Brass and Aluminium 
Founders, Ltd., propose works at Lower-st. and 
Pool Dam; British Glues & Chemicals, Ltd., 
Waterloo Works, propose factory at Hilditch. 

Norton.—W. Butler & Co., Ltd., Springfield 
Brewery, Wolverhampton, propose hotel at 
junction of The Broadway and Windsor-rd. 

Oldham.—C.E. Authorities propose school in 
the Abbeyhills district. 

Ormskirk.—Lancashire E.C, propose County 
Primary Junior, Infants’ and Nursery school on 
site in Derby-st. 

rreil.—_U.D.C. propose 240 houses on Pres- 
cott-la. site, Kitt Green. 

Oswestry.—U.D.C. propose new swimming 
baths on site in Victoria-rd. 

Pannal Ash.—Wm. Whitaker & Co., Ltd., 
Brewers, 83, Park-rd., Bradford, propose re- 
building and extending the Squinting Cat Hotel 
on a new site at Lund House Green. 

Rotherham.—E.C. propose buildings in Brins- 
worth-st. as extensions to the Technical Col- 
lege.—T.C. approved conversion of the old fire 
station, Rawmarsh-rd., into factory for Abel 
Morrall, Ltd,; factory, Eastwood Training Es- 
tate, Fitzwilliam- rd., Blenheim Engineering 
(Sheffield), Ltd. ; garage and filling station, 
Potter-hill, Earl Fitzwilliam Estates Co., Went- 
worth Woodhouse; offices and showrooms, 
Mary-st., Amen-corner and Garden-la., J. Peck, 
Ltd. National Coal Board propose completion 


= pithead baths at Denaby Main 
Colliery. 

Rowley Regis.—Grigg & Brettell, Ltd.. 
3rewers, Holt-st., Birmingham, propose new 
hotel on Oakham- td. to be known as “ Well- 
field House 


Salford.—T.C. propose alterations and addi- 
tions to Hope Hospital, estimated to cost 
£50,000. A. M. McCutcheon, 1180a, Chester-rd., 
Stretford, is architect for development of land 
- works and offices at Clowes-st. and Booth- 

Chapel-st. Grannat Products propose fac- 
soe for handbags at 133, Brand-st.—T.C. 
approved: Factory, Dickinson- st., Springfield- 
la., for John H. Franks. 

Shefheld.—Hope & Anchor Breweries, Ltd., 
propose extensions at Clay Wheel-la. 

She —M.E. approved in principle rebuild- 
ing of  Burngreave Secondary school. 

Sheffhe! approved quarry workings, 
buildings and plant at Sheephill-rd., Jumble-rd. 
and Houndkirk-rd., for S. Bayley & Son, Ltd. 

Shipley.—U.D.C. approved ‘extensions to 
> Yaad at Manor-la., for Dean & Thompson, 
ut 

Shrewsbury.—Shropshire C.C. propose im- 
provements at Shirlett Sanatorium, at £14,500. 

Stockport.—' Hollinshead, Ltd., tyre 
factors, propose showrooms, offices, etc., at 
Wellington- rd. North. 

Stourbridge.—Mitchells & Butlers, Ltd., Cape 
Hill Brewery, Smethwick, propose rebuilding 
Railway Inn at Birmingham- rd. 

Stretford.—T.C. approved: Additions to works 
at Twelfth-av., Trafford Park, for Downes 
Bros.—E.C. propose Primary Junior and In- 
fants’ school at Barton-rd. 

Tideswell.—Governors of Pursglove Secondary 
Modern school propose additional buildings. 

Torquay.—T.C. has approved layout of Rock 
End Estate, and is to negotiate for the purchase 
of eight acres of coastal land. 

Twickenham.—E.C. approved preliminary 
plans for school comprising junior mixed, 
rig and nursery school at Heathfield site 
a 7 

Urmston.—I.C.I., Ltd., Ship Canal House, 
King-st., Manchester 2, propose development of 
site off Barton Dock- rd., Barton Dock estate. 

Walsall.—FE.C. propose dining-room and 
kitchen at High School, Elmore Green. Hick- 
ton & Madeley (F. & A.), Hatherton-rd., are 
architects for extensions at Li gs | —— Navi- 
gation-st., for rge Turnock, L 

Warrington.—B. Cunningham, tees Owen- 
st., proposes hotel at beeen coreg Penketh. 

Wembley.—B.E. to prepare ans for 78 flats 
at junction of Breck-la. and Kingsbury-rd. 

Wigan.—Branch of Wigan & District Limbless 
ex-Servicemen’s Association propose Institute 
and Welfare Centre. 

Wolverhampton. —E.C. propose Primary In- 
fants” school at Rushbury Sonth estate. W. 
Butler & Co., Ltd., Springfield Brewery, propose 
_ at Birchwood-rd., Penn, nr. Muchall Farm 

state. 
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Workington.—Cumberiand E.C. propose Gram- 
mar school at Slaidburn-rd., Slaidburn. 

York.—T.C. approved warehouse at Haxby- 

rd., for Rowntree & Co., Ltd 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Barnsley.—Two prefabricated huts to provide 
four classrooms at Barnsley Grammar school, 
for E.C.: *Vernon Dunk, Ltd., £3,307. 

Blackwell.—52 houses at Langwith Junction, 


Derbys, for R.D.C. Architect and Housing 
Superintendent, “‘ Dale Close,” 100, Chesterfield- 
rd. South, Mansfield, Notts: +c. A. Warden, 


Derby-rd., Annesley, Notts. 

Blyth. —22 houses at four sites, for R.D.C. 
H. W. Lovell (A.), Rendham-rd., Saxmundham: 
*Wm. C. Reade, Aldeburgh, Suffolk, £27,828. 

Bognor Regis.—72 houses at ‘Waterworks 
Depot site, for U.D.C.: *Steanes (Bournemouth), 
Ltd., Latimer-rd., Bournemouth. 

Bradford.—Houses for City 
“ Burn” type at Bellhouse-cres 
Crabtree & Sons, £15,400; six “ Burn ” type at 
Middle-la., Clayton: *Edward Ambler, £6,600; 
30 traditional type, at Clayton (East) estate ; 
*A. Shepherd & Sons (Clayton), Ltd., £40,159 
(in lieu of previous tender). 

Bridgwater.—Nine pairs of Airey houses at 
East Huntspill, Weston Zoyland and Sutton 
Mallet, for R.D.C.: *Smith Bros. (Burnham, 
Somerset), Ltd., Cossington, £24,436. 
Hill.—64 houses at West Park estate, 
for U.D.C.: *Saunders (Cgntractors), Ltd., 
£76,211 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Cardiff.—New works with drainage, roads, 
366, Newport-rd., for Moorwell ft 
Rrehlanet: Arthur M. Leon (L.) 
ings * st., Cardiff. Quantity Surveyor: Saieas 

K. White, F.S.I., Western Mail-chbrs., St. 
ae st., Cardiff: *A. N. Coles (Contractors). 
Ltd., 286, Newport-rd., Cardiff, £39,769 
(amended paragraph). 

Cardigan.—38 houses at Greenfield-row site, 
for T.C.: *W. J. Lewis, Cardigan, £1,307 per 
house (negotiated tender approved). 

Chanctonbury.—Houses and bungalows, for 
K.D.C.: *Cook & Sons, Crawley, 28 houses at 
Steyning, £36,737; *White & Son, Littlehamp- 
ton, 14 houses at Coldwaltham, £18,357, and 14 


Council. 14 
Bierley: *H. 


etc., at 
Stephens. 


houses and eight bungalows at Amberley, 
£25,502. 
Cheshunt.—102 houses for U.D.C.: *H. C. 


Leach (extension of contract). 
oine.—46 houses with roads and sewers, etc., 
as 


at Haggot Gate estate, for Direct 
Labour, £56,256 (subject to M.H. approval). 
Cookham.—12 houses at Cannon Bridge 


estate. for R.D.C.: *R. Harding (Cookham), 
Ltd., Cookham-rise, Cookham, £16,342. 

Derby.—Four pairs of houses at Offerton-av., 
Kenilworth-av. and Derby-la., for T 
*Kirkland (Derby), Ltd., £9,835. 

Durham.—Police houses, for C.C. Chester-le- 
Street: *H. F. Mole, Chester-le-Street; Hough- 
ton-le-Spring: *C. Yeoman, Ltd., Ryhope; Cox- 
hoe: *J. & C. Oliver, Wingate. 
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Maverfordwest.—12 houses = Rosemarket, for 
R.D.C.: {Williams Bros., £17, 

Hebden Royd.—100 * Newland” houses, for 
U.D.C.: *Tarran Industries, Ltd., Hull, £1,228 
per house. 

Hereford.—60 houses at Hepdeten. for City ~ 
*C. © (six) ; A. Greening & 
Preece & Son (six); *Bayley 
Bros. (12); oh: Wiles Son, Ltd. (12); *Morris 
& Son (four) ; *T. Pugh (six); *Wm. Bowers & 
Co. (Hereford), ae. rin (All local builders.) 

Hereford.—50 LS.F. houses at Hunderton 
site, for City Comin. *Wilson Lovatt & Sons, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton, £65,350. 

Huddersfield.—Work in various trades for 
completion of be iy County Primary school, 
Mayfield-av., for C.B. E. Architect, Education 
Offices, Peel- st: *Geo. Grahams, Sons & Co. 
(Builder's work), Crosland Moor, Huddersfield ; 

. Hamer & Son (Joiner’s work), Colne-rd., 
Huddersfield; *H. C. Stringer (Plumber and 
Glazier’s work), Biackmoorfoot-rd., Crosland 
Moor, Huddersfield ; *T. B. Tunnacliffe (Plas- 
terer and Tiler’s work), Trinity-st., Hudders- 
field; *Frank Tucker, Ltd. (Asphalter’s work), 


Council: 
Son (four) ; 


46, Swan Arcade, Bradford; Cookson 
(Painter and Decorator’s work), 130, Longwood- 
r Huddersfield. 

Lichfield.—Houses for R.D.C.: 12 at Armit- 


age: tG. E. Shepherd, cont 10 at Armitage : 
tJohn Hudson, £11,890; 32 at ‘Queen-st., Chase- 
town: tJ. R. Deacon, Ltd., £37,420 (accepted 
provisionally). ; 
Liverpool. —116 flats at Sussex-st., for City 
amg tTysons Sevaaer. Ltd., Dryden- 
Liverpool, £151 
ay ee (Air ‘ataiotry). —Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended March 8. Painting 
work: Fields, Ltd., Reading; S. Lupton & Sons, 
London, S.W.1. Heating and hot water in- 
stallation : Comyn Ching and Co. (London), 
Ltd., London, W.C.2. Repairs to steelwork : 
= Pauling, Ltd., London, §.W.19. 
(Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
sane by M.O.W. for week ending March 6:— 
London: Kensington-rd., Kingston House, in- 
stallation of underground petrol tanks, J. Jarvis 
& Sons, Ltd., 12, Buckingham Palace-gdns., 
S.W.1; West Ham, Ekmhurst-rd. school, dining- 
room ‘and scullery, Cc. J. Manning (Builders), 
Ltd., es Katherine-rd., Forest Gate, E.7. 
Argyll : ielay site work and Arcon houses, 
E. A. Dean, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay. Ayrshire : 
— public school, temporary classrooms, 
a Henderson (Builders), Ltd. 30, Hunter- 
restwick. Beds: Bedford, Goldington- rd. 
ps dining-room and scullery, Cc. A. White 
& Son, 40, Canning-st., Bedford; Elston, school, 
dining-room and kitchen, C. A. White & Son, 
40, Canning-st., Bedford. Cambridge : Wisbech 
B.C.3, foundations and site work aluminium 
houses, Haywin, Ltd., Oakley ang — 
Oakley, Beds. Ches.: Wallasey Office, 
alterations and extensions, wv "poberts 
(Builders’ Contractors), Ltd., 50-54, King-st.. 
Wallasey. Clackmannan: Alloa Technical and 
Commercial School, temporary classrooms, G. 
Rae & Co., Ltd., 4, Gayfield-sq., Edinburgh. 
Cornwall : Camborne and Redruth U.D.C.2, site 
work for aluminium houses,E. Thomas, King’s- 
av., Falmouth. Forfar: Stracathro, Dept./Heakth 
Soaies. provision of cubicles, J. Blake, Ltd.. 
Albyn-terr., Aberdeen. Glamorgan : Port Tai- 
tat, M.B.2, sites for temporary houses, Thomas 
Richards, —— Yard, Swansea. Isle 
of Wight: Cowes U.D.C.2, Arcon houses, W. H. 
Brading & Son, East Cowes, I. of W.| Kent: 
Folkestone, Morehall school, temporary build- 
ings, C. Jenner & Son, Ltd., 53/59, Broadmead- 
rd., Folkestone ; Herne Bay school, temporary 
buildings, S. R. Bowell, Beach-st., Herne Bay. 
Lanarkshire: Glasgow, Drumoyne elementary 
school. temporary classrooms, Wm. S. Gordon & 
Co., 106, Crow-rd., Glasgow; Glasgow, John-st. 
senior secondary school, temporary assrooms, 


Findlay & McGeechan. Ltd.. 8, Paton-st., 
Dennistoun ; Glasgow, Copeland-rd., temporary 
classrooms, M. Simpson & Co., Ltd., 62, Vicar- 


field-st., Glasgow; Glasgow, Bellahouston senior 
school, temporary’ classrooms, M. Simpson & mm 
L 62,  Vicarfield-st., Glasgow; G 

Crookston-dr., site work and ’ founda ot 
aluminium houses, Wm. McKean & Co., 147. 


West Regent-st.. Glasgow. Lancs: Barrow-in- 
Furness, Victoria modern school, rary 
buildings, J. Leck & Son (Barrow), c/o 


T. Wilson, Hindpool-rd., Barrow. Middz: “Bast- 


cote-la. senior . ig be buildings, 
Comben & Wakeling, 603-5, Kenton-rd., Harrow. 
Morayshire: Logie public school, Tides and 
dining-room, Jas. Leith, Junr., 127, Causeway- 
end, Aberdeen. Norfolk: "addon R.D.0.1, foun- 
dation and site work, alumininm houses, W. 
Ames, Ltd., 1, Deneside, Gt. Yarmouth. 
Northants: Corby U.D.C.1, temporary oo 
Bosworth & Wakeford Daventry. Orkn 


Stromness Academy, dining-room and kiteben, 
W. S. Harvey, 19. John-st., Stromness. — 

shire : Pitlochry high school, fomperer? 

rooms, M. A. Young, 3, Viewbank-gdns.. a7 
lochry. Renfrewshire: Greenock, site work and 
Seco houses, Donald Maclean, Tarbet-st., 
Gourock. Surrey: Caterham County Secondary 
school, temporary building. J. B. Edwards 
(Whyteleaf) & Co., Ltd., Whyteleaf, nr. Croy- 
don. Yorks: Wakefield, British factory, Willie 
Barber, 52, Northgate, Pontefract; Chapel 


F 
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Allerton, /Pens. Hospital, additions and 
alterations, 31 J. Gleeson, Ltd., 822, Chesterfield- 


rd,. Sheffield 
GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended March 1:— 
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Leics: Miscellaneous work, F. L. Mildred & 
Co., Lid., South Wigston. 

Maidstone.—200 ‘* Easiform ”’ houses at Shep- 
way estate, for T.C.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., 
Mill Hill, £251,512. 

Mansfield.—Six houses at Bancroft-la. estate, 
for T.C.: *Direct Labour, £7,407. 

Montgomeryshire. —Erection of Primary school 
at Llanfechan, for C.C. T. G. Davies, Director 
of Education, ‘County Offices, Newtown: *E. J. 
Higley, Welshpool, £20,932. 

Morpeth. —Houses for T.C.: *E. — ag. 
Walbottle-rd., _ Newburn-on- Tyne (79) § . 


Wilson, 25, Oldgate, Morpeth (32) ; of WE 
5, Wansbeck-st., Morpeth (12). 
Neweastle-on-Tyne-—18 houses in flats 


Brenda-av. A. Q. Muras, architect, 21, Ridley. 
pl., Newcastle-on- -Tyne: *Hadden & Hillman, 
127, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Maternity unit at General 
Hospital, for City Council. R. G. Roberts, City 

.: *Harry Kindred, West-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £105,477. 

North Shields.—New works for Tyne Plywood 
Co., Ltd., Willington Quay-on-Tyne. Architects: 
Cotton, Bullard & Blow, Birmingham: *A. Weir, 
Coach Open, Howden-on-Tyne. 

Norwich.—Further 70 houses at West Earlham 
estate, for City Council: *Direct Labour (sub- 
ject to M.H. Lg wotdaaly 

Southgate. ‘ea ouses at Barrowell Green site, 
for T.C. J. T. W. Peat (F.), B.E. & 8.: *John 
Lewis Building, Ltd., 13-17, Alperton- la., Peri- 
vale, Greenford, Middlesex, £38,319. 

Southwell.—14 houses at Chatham- st., for 
R.D.C.: *W. D. Tuck, Southwell, £16,444 

Spenborough.—12 houses at Lumb- la., Robert- 
town, for U.D.C.: *W. N. Welsh, £14,025. 

Stirling.—School of prefabricated units at 
Raploch, for C.C.: — Seco Structures, Ltd., 
25, Upper Brook- st., 

Reh ae _ and 26 i 
lows at Darlington-la. estate, for : Z. 


Burridge, Boro’ A.: *Moorhouse & Darker: 
Thornaby-rd., Thornaby-on-Tees. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—50 ‘‘Cussins’”’ houses at 
Stonor-st., Cobridge, for T.C.: *Cornes (Con- 
struction), Ltd., Hanley. 

Sunderland.—Factory at Nile-st., for _Embos- 
sers, Ltd. Architects: Matkin & Hawkins, 
Barclays Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., Sunderland: 
*J. Huntley & Sons, Marion-st., Sunderland. 


Sunderland.—Furniture factory at Pallion, for 
J. Linskill, Sunderland. Architects: Stephen- 
son & Gillis. Saville-chbrs., Saville-row, New- 
castle: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., Leopold-st., Millfield, 
Sunderland. 

Tonbridge.—16 flats at Riding-la., Hilden- 
borough, and eight at Hope Farm, Hadlow, for 
B.DS.: TW. Cogger & Co., Tonbridge. £17,908 
and Goods sell (Builders), Maidstone, £8,780. 
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Tendring.—Eight aged persons’ bungalows at 
Station-rd., Lawford, for R.D.C.: *Hodges 
(Builders), Ltd., £5,800. 

Torquay.—10 houses for B.C.: *A. Kellow 
(four), £1,228 per house; *J. Lioyd (six), £1,190 
per house. - 

Trowbridge.—48 houses at Shails-la., for 
U.D.C.: tE. J. G. Morgan, Ltd., Uxbridge, 
£56,924 (recommended). 

Trowbridge.—Kitchen at 
High school, for Wilts E.C.: J. 
combe, Trowbridge, £2,790. 

oe —14 houses at North- la., Astley, for 

-: *Price & Taylor, Walkden (eight), 
oe 360; *J. Aldred, Leigh (six), £7,036. 

Tynemouth. —Erection of (a) 42 houses and 
(b) 20 houses at Broadway “A” site, for T.C. 
Plans by B.E.: (a) *A. E. Appleton, North 
Shields; (b) *F. H. Hall, Cullercoats. 

Walker-on-Tyne. —Laboratory at Vickers Arm- 
strongs Naval Yards. Architects: R. T. James 
& Partners, St. Nicholas-bldgs., Newcastle: *W. 
Moss & Sons, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 

Ware.—42 Airey houses at Great Amwell, for 
R.D.C.: *Ekins & Co., Hertford. 

Wells.—26 houses for agricultural workers, for 
U.D.C.: *Potter Bros., Toftwood. 


Trow ‘ee ag Boys’ 
Biddis- 
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ORLIT permanent house 


The Orlit system of house construction is not 
a substitute for existing building methods, it 
is a development of, and, in many respects, 
an improvement on traditional building. 


Durable, unperishable materials are used in 
the construction. 


Assembled reinforced concrete units form the 
frame. Cavity walls give good thermal 
insulation, and prevent moisture penetration. 


Outer finish is not a “rendering” but an 
integral part of the wall slabs. It does not 


crack or flake. Many textures and colours 


obviate dullness and monotony. 





ORLIT LTD... 18. BUCKINGHAM GATE. LONDON, S.W.1. 


No maintenance is required for the permanent 
finishes. The erection is very speedy. 


Unskilled labour can be used in production 
and erection. 


All units can be stored in the open without 
detriment. The system can be applied to any 
layout of houses or multi-storey flats. 





Telephone: ViCtoria 6701/2/3 
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